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PREFACE. 




HE following Lectures, deliyered at a litany Service 
in St. Bride's Church, on Friday momiogs during 
Lent, contain nothing novel, sensational nor controversial: 
we have more than enough of the latter in these days. 
The Author^s object has been, to conduct to the sure 
fountain of God's most Holy Word: to strengthen the 
faith, encourage the hope, and promote the growth in 
grace of believerB, by a setting forth of some of the 
great things so freely given to us of God: also, by 
urging the claims which a God of Grace and Love 
has, upon the gratitude and loyalty of His people. The 
Lectures are simple and expository : some who heard 
them liked them, and thought that others might be 
pleased, and profited as well, if they were put in a 
more permanent form: on this account, and with this 
hope they are now published. 

May God bless all that is true in them, and forgive 
all that is unworthy. 

St. Bbidb's, Lhtrrpool, 
May, 1869. 
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LECTUEE I. 



THE BELIEVER'S HIGH AND HOLY CALLING, 



«* ELECT AOCORBnrG TO THE FOREKNOWLEDGE OF GOD THE 
FATHER, THROUGH SANOTIFiaATION OF THE SPIRIT, UNTO 
OBEDIElirCE, AND SPRINKLING OF THE BLOOD OF JESUS 
CHRIST."—! Petkb i. 2. 



fNE of our Christian Hymns begins with these joyous 
words; 

" Happy Christian, God's own child, 

Chosen, called, reconciled." 

The sweet psalmist, whoever he was, travelled far back in 
tracing the source and fountain-head of the believer's bliss ; 
he went back to the eternal choosing of Almighty God; 
"cftosen:" the second step in order is, that choice revealed 
to the sinner's heart, as with a voice from heaven speaking 
to him "called:" and this leads to the third step in this 
order of salvation, viz., the believing sinner standing upon 
his high place on the everlasting rock, accepted in Christ,, 
and "reconciled" unto God in Him. 

Such an order of statement is Scriptural, for here St. Peter 
begins after the same manner, in setting forth the high and 
holy calling of believers: his first word is "elect;" so he 

B 



2 THE BELEEVEE's HIGH AND HOLY CALLING. 

leads US to the bosom of the Eternal God, and traces all 
that foUows as a stream, or series of streams, flowing out 
of that full fountain of all love and wisdom, grace and 
purpose. 

This is beginning at the true beginning; starting from 
the right point ; this is, in truth, the very first link in the 
golden chain of saving grace, and we find it fastened in the 
heart of God: surely, we may trust all that springs from 
such a source, and take to our hearts in fullest confidence 
all that proceeds out of that unfathomable mine of God- 
head. 

And yet, this word " elect " is painful and unwelcome 

to some; they dread it, and seem to dislike the idea of 

the salvation of the individual sinner being traced simply 

and solely in its outcoming to the eternal choosing of the 

Almighty Father! Must it not be a serious mistake to 

think so? Is it not going against the plain teaching of 

the Scriptures? Where else can salvation have come from 

but from this? "Would you trace it to yourself? To your 

own election and choosing of God first ? Did it reaUy begin 

with you? Did the wish to forsake sin and the world and 

turn to holiness originate with you ? Did God of His grace 

lay hold of you, after you had laid hold of Him, and love you 

after you had loved Him ? "Was it your choice and yowr good 

and your love that attracted Him, or Hia that attracted and 

captivated you? I know your answer is ready ; you do not, 

cannot hesitate ; you are ready to say at once, in the words 

of another hymn — 

" Chosen not for good in me, 
Wakened up from wrath to flee ; 
Hidden in the Saviour^s side, 
By the Spirit sanctified, 
Teach me, Lord, on earth to shew, 
By my love, how much I owe." 
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Thus you admit, that the choosing of you to eternal life waa 
on God's part, not on yours : thi^ is precisely what St. Peter 
teaches, and why quarrel with it ? You are frightened by a 
word. Perhaps this term <' elect" has been associated with 
other painfcd and unwelcome statements (I wiU not call them 
truths) of man's own teaching, concerning reprobation and 
such like, the inferences of his own mind, and without cer- 
tain warrant of Scripture, so that you turn away from it 
with terror ! Let your terror be assuaged ; learn to distin- 
guish between man's wisdom and God's — between man's 
assertions and God's own declarations: recollect, this very 
term " elect" is applied to Christ, the Son of God : " Behold 
my servant, whom I uphold; mine elect, in whom my souL 
delighteth ; I have jput my spirit upon Mm" — ^Isaiah zlii. 1. 
Jesus Christ is the elect of God : the same term is also 
applied to angels; we read of "the elect angels,^* 1 Tim. v. 
21 ; and if there be an elect Christ, and elect angels, why 
may there not be elect sinners? St. Paul teaches precisely 
after the same manner in Ephes. i. 4, thus ^^ According 
as He hath chosen us in Him before the foundation of the 
world, that we should he holy and without blame before Him 
in love;'' and the very same truth is set forth in St. Jude 
v. 1 : Let us not, then, be startled by what is so true, 
but look with fearless hearts and believing eyes into that 
which God has made known to us, as the secret source of 
our salvation. 

We do not attempt to account for this choosing on the part 
of God; this belongs wholly to Himself: "He giveth not 
account of any of His matters," Job zxziii. 13. Great injur}^ 
has been done to this truth, and to minds which have been 
troubled by it, by an effort to find out reasons for God's 
actions; we simply take it as it stands, and is revealed; 
we believe it, on the credit of Him who has made it known. 
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This, too, we believe concerning it — that like every other 
dealing of God towards ns, it is intended for our encourage- 
ment and help, and never for our hindrance; all such agencies 
of God are intended to assist you in gaining salvation, if you 
will but rightly use them : men struggling in a boat against 
stream and wind, and making no way, but rather the 
contrary, do not complain when the tide turns in their 
favour, and a wind springs up which speeds them quickly 
on their way ; these additional agencies do not offend them 
as if they interfered with their free will, or rendered their 
oars useless ! Nay, they encourage them to put forth their 

strength resolutely, to strike out like men, because Heaven 
aids their efforts: so, the great truth of God's election is to 
arouse you, animate you, and stimulate you to put forth 
your entire strength; but never to induce you to fold your 
arms in the indolence of discontent, or the sullenness of 
despair ! There is a great truth, affcer aU, in the saying of 
one who is accustomed to think nobly on all such subjects, 
when he says, "The elect are, whosoever will: the non-elect, 
whosoever wow'f." 

This choosing must have been of God's foreknowing : 
therefore St. Peter adds here, " according to fhe foreknowledge 
of God the Father :^^ St. Paul uses the very same language 
concerning this matter, in Romans viii. 29, 30. If God knows 
at aU, it must be a^ Ood he does so ; and so, it must be 
altogether and from the very beginning : so St. James affirmed 
at the first Great Christian Council in Jerusalem, as recorded 
in Acts XV. 18, " Known unto God are all His works from the 
beginning of the world." Now, this itself is comforting to 
us : for, if the choosing be of God's foreknowledge, it must 
also have been of His foreseeing ; and if in the foreknowledge 
and foreseeing of all we should ever be, in any way. He was 
pleased to select us as His own^ He is not likely to forsake us 
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afterwards ; and on this very ground He is pleased to put 
it when He says, ''I have loved thee toith an everlasting 
love, therefore with loving-kindness have I draion thee^\ 
Jer. xxzi. 3. So here we find believers in the mind of God, 
the knowledge and foresight of God, ia the love, and choice 
of God, as far back as eternity I this ,is the date of our 
salvation : in the very same bosom in which the Beloved Son 
reposed from everlasting : ia the very same love that aent 
Him to earth : bound up in the same purpose that issued in 
incarnation and redemption, and must finally end in 
glorification ! Truly, we have a strong city : believers have a 
high calling; high as the grace, love, foreknowledge, and 
choice of the Great God our Father. Let the sublime truth 
influence us duly. If it be ungraceful and unbecoming in 
princes of high blood to degrade themselves and act unvrorthy 
of their rank, what princes believers should be, and how 
grand and god-like should their lives be! Christians axe 
almost unwilling to believe in their high origin, and there- 
fore too commonly act below their birth and privilege! 
They forget or discredit their high privilege, and so do 
dishonor to their station and degree. 

The next step in the process is no inferior one; the 
agency employed in bringing God's children to a knowledge 
of their high estate is as high as that from w;hich it all 
proceeds: it is brought about by the instrumentality of a 
person in the Eternal Godhead, the Holy Spirit; as our 
Catechism teaches us ia words oft-repeated, but seldom 
poudered, f' I believe in God the Holy Ghost, who sanctifieth 
me and all the elect people of God." The Holy One in his 
own time and in His own way visits thq heirs of salvation 
here below, and by his life-giving action upon their hearl^ 
separates them from those around them unto God, so setting 
them apart, with their own free and fall consent and wiU, to 
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God's use, service, and glory. He implants in their minds that 
truth which is the incorraptible seed of God, and by this 
instmmentality they are instructed and purified, according to 
the Saviour's prayer, " Scmcttfy them through Thy truth, Thy 
Word is truth.^* He works in them, through union with 
Christ their head, a renewal of their nature, whereby they 
become transformed and conformed; are made partakers of 
the Divine nature, and so have their wills harmonized with 
holiness, and blended with the will of God: and St. Peter 
therefore adds here — "Elect through sanctification of the 
Spirit. " In this heavenly work, the Spirit is the agent, the 
Word the instrument; and to this agree the words of St. Paul 
in 2 Thess. ii. 13, " We are bound to give thanks always 
to God for you, brethren beloved of the Lord, because God 
hath from the beginning chosen you to salvation through 
sanctification of the Spirit and belief of the truth." 

And next in order, to what are believers chosen ? St. Peter 
here replies, "unto obedience, and aprinkling of the blood of 
Jesus Christ,'*^ The latter of these two may be taken 
first, and so signifies their justification through the redemption 
that is in Christ Jesus : whom God chooses, he justifies, 
sanctifies, and ultimately glorifies : the choice of God far back 
was made with Christ in view, and in fall anticipation of the 
atonement to be accomplished on behalf of the saved ones. 
This accounts for the expression concerning Christ in the 20th 
verse of thia chapter, *^ fore-ordained before the foundation of 
the world;*^ and so we read here in the text, of the sprinkling 
of His blood. How very distinctly the atoning work of Christ 
comes out here ! the blood shed, and the blood sprinkled : the 
typical blood of the paschal lamb was applied; not shed 
merely, but sprinkled." "Ye are come," says St. Paul, 
"to Jesus, and to the blood of sprinkling," Heb. ii. 24. 
Believers, therefore, were chosen as sinners needing cleansing, 
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and their being nltimately made partakers of Christ's 
redemption work was folly taken into account in connection 
with the Divine choosing of them. It is wonderful to think 
that the scene of Calvary and the Cross, the slaying of the 
Holy Lamb and the shedding of His precious blood ; and the 
effect of all this, in its application to the hearts and 
consciences of believers to the end of time, was aU folly before 
the eye and mind of God when He made a choice of sinners 
of Adam's race in eternity ! And this mnst be true in case 
of all God's chosen ones ; it is to this they are chosen, as St. 
Peter here affirms, and never without it ; as without shedding 
of blood no remission, so, without sprinkling of blood, no 
salvation. Will not this account for that large class of 
passages in the Scriptures in which this precious blood is 
spoken of? Also, for the constant reference to it in 
the songs of the Eedeemed, as set forth in the book of 
the Eevelation? 

The shedding of blood is to be connected with dyingy the 
sprinkling of blood, with living : it is to the believer's 
resurrection life St. Peter points here when he speaks of our 
being elect unto the blood of sprinkling ; we are redeemed to 
a life of holiness by Christ's precious blood : we live because 
the Saviour's death has become to us the living power of God ; 
the life of the risen Lord is commimicated to each, so they 
live, because Christ lives in them. Life out of death is the 
character of the heavenly life on high ; it is also the 
characteristic of our true life here. What should be the life 
of a blood-sprinkled Christian? There is something most 
sublime in this truth ; it tells so distinctly of our Father's will 
concerning us, and says to us in terms so distinct, so touching, 
and tender. Let Jesus Christ be seen, known, read and felt in 
your every movement, your every thought, your every deed ! 
How very much depends upon the impressions we create and 
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leave in the minds of others ; when men take knowledge of 
ns, let it be, that we have not only been with Jeans, bnt that 
we are in and of Him ; breathing His Spirit, exhibiting His 
life, and manifesting the power of His resurrection. Let 
God's choice of ns come out unmistakably in the cleansed and 
sprinkled aspect of our lives. The living Head is glorified, 
when His members upon earth live as if He were in them : 
« I am glorified in them." 

Then farther — to what are believers chosen? We are 
told here, ^^unto ohedienee.^' How this refutes the slander 
so constantly and ignorantly raised and repeated against 
this great truth of God's having chosen His people, viz., 
that the doctrine tends to carelessness of life, to looseness 
and inconsistency of walk, and to presumption ! How can 
this possibly be, if, as stated here, they are chosen "fmio 
obedience f*' They are also declared to be '< created unto 
good works," Ephes. ii. 10; and again, "Not called unto 
uncleanness, but xmto 'holiness," 1 Hiess. i. 7. Character 
was fully taken into account by Him who called them: 
"According as He hath chosen us in Him, that we should be 
holy," Ephes. i. 4; and therefore gifted with the spirit of 
adoption; therefore "made partakers of the Divine Nature/' 
2 Peter i. 4; therefore conformed to the image of God's 
Son — and if so, then, anything approaching to inconsistency 
of life would argue against theit being the choice of Gh>d, 
rather than in favour of it ; such have not the spot of God's 
children, nor the stamp of His seal. This obedience is tiie 
evidence of their sprinkling ; it is sanciafication flowing out 
of justification ; as the calling is high, so also is it holy ; and 
it is in this respect that the example of Chnst comes folly in ; 
it has to do with the formation of the character of helievera, 
as the sprinkling of His blood or his atoning work has to do 
with their acceptance and foi^veness; thus, we have the 
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double seal, ''The Lord knowetli them that are His," on one 
side, and "Let every one that nameth the name of Christ 
depart from iniquity/' on the other. 

Observe, in aU this matter, how entirely the Godhead is 
the foundation of our standing as believers; here we have 
the choosing of (he Father, the sprinkling of the blood of the 
Son, and the sanctification of the Spirit: the three Eternal 
Persons are united together in the work of our salvation: 
He that is our God is the God of salvation; salvation 
belongeth unto God ; '' Salvation is of the Lord," from first 
to last. 

Then, if these be the roots of our salvation, if it spring 
from the heart and choice of the Father, is carried home to 
our hearts by the Spirit, and is wrought out by Gt)d's own 
Son — what should be the fruits springing from such sources ? 
What manner of persons should Christians be ? Should not 
the streams correspond with the fountain whence they flow ? 
Should not godliness be the leading characteristic of all 
connected with a believer? 

And how completely all this truth forbids boasting on 
the part of the chosen ones ! They are not chosen /or their 
obedience, but wnto it; their obedience or character axe in 
nowise the -procuring cause of their salvation, but the result 
of it ; that very obedience itself, which would be the best 
that belongs to them, requiring the blood of sprinkling to 
make it acceptable, just as much as i^eir sins need it, in 
order to their being washed away : it is all of grade, and 
80, all to God-s glory. 

And what a strength it affords to' the believer, to find 
it aU thus foxmded on a rock, and pervisded by Godhead: 
what can interfere with the choice of Omnipotence? "Who 
can change the mind of God? God will liot Hiihself go 
back of anything) for Bis giftci aad callings are ^^ without 
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r^entance" Who con undo, in the caae of a Christian^ 
the efficacy of that sprinkled blood, when once applied to 
his soul? Who can separate ns from the love of Christ? 
And if the Spirit undertake to pnrify a human soul, to work 
in it what is well pleasing in Gbd's sight; and in order to 
the effectual carrying out of this work, actually take up his 
abode within, dwell in them, and walk with them, what 
superior power can expel that Holy One ? What can prevail 
to destroy His work? "If God be for us, who can be 
against us?" How unworthy doubts seem here, where 
God so much abounds; how base seem our fears, where 
Divinity is so prevalent ! 

Truths such as these may sound simple and elementary, 
but we never can do without them, or get beyond them ; and 
in days like these, when there is such a tendency to walk by 
sight and sense, the more our hearts and thoughts are brought 
into close contact with the living, loving God Himself, in the 
veritable utterances of His own Word, the more we shall be 
delivered from earthly props, and become established, strength- 
ened, and settled in truth. There is a disposition on the part 
of some to slide off to some new thing, as if the good old 
Gospel, which nurtured such brave CShristians in past days, 
had become worn out, and lost its power ; let us be on our 
guard against this; the old is better; we may say of it as 
David said to Ahimelech concerning the sword of Goliath,, 
"There is none like that: give it me." If men and women 
trusted more to their Bibles, and less to the new-fangled 
theories started in these days, they would be stronger in 
their confidences, and less liable to be tossed to and fro by 
every varying wind of doctrine. 

It is no small matter to be able to say with a soldier 
of th^ cross of Apostolic times, "I am not ashamed, for I 
know whom I have believed." Such knowledge as this will 
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never be acquired by the easy, indolent way in which so 
many deal with the Divine revelation ; God is to be heard 
and foxuid, and, as it were, felt in His Word ; there we hear 
His voice, there He teUs ns what we want, there He reveals 
what flesh and blood can never reveal: yet, many seem to 
trust to flesh and blood for teaching, more than to their 
Bibles; content themselves with attendance on public ordi- 
nances, and leave their Bibles unstudied : it is to be feared 
that too many would be found, on strict examination, woefdlly 
ignorant of the Scriptures. 

Brethren, we need strength and holy power : these can 
never be found in theories or human speculations, but ia 
Gk>d: there is real strength in the truths taught us in our 
text. Salvation is no mere peradventure if this be true; 
there is a certainty about everthing in this passage. I may 
know whose I am : and how am I to know that the choice of 
God's foreknowledge included me f This is the question of 
real solemn personal interest : why, by observing whether I 
possess what all so selected are chosen to : has the sprinkling 
taken place in me : has the cleansing blood reached my soul 
in its healing efficacy and saving power ; is the cross within 
my heart, killing sin there, crucifyii^ self, and constraining 
me to constant sacrifices for my Kedeemer : do I live in the 
fall consciousness of my need of that blood for every motive, 
affection, thought, word, and, action ? Is my constant cry, 
" Lord, not my feet only, but also my hands and my head.'^ 
A vivid experience of this is a priceless evidence of election. 
Again, is holiness dear to me; do I really wish to have 
my evils mortified, my temper subdued, my besetting sins 
crushed; to have pride brought down, self-will broken, and 
every thought brought into captivity to Christ : do I find it 
more easy to deny myself than formerly; and can I yield to 
others cheerfully, and care less to have my own way; am I 
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gentle, loving, forgiving, amiable, and ready to serve? Theee 
are tokens of growing sanctification, and so, evidences of 
divine election. And is obedience to God and SBs command- 
ments real Happiness to me. Bo I deligbt to do His mQ ; 
and is it mj ceaseless effort to live so as to please Grod? 
Then, His servant I am, to whom I obey, and in mj body 
and spirit I am God's. With sndi evidences, we may 
take courage: wiihovt them, it wonld be presumption to 
be assured! 



** Grant to us. Lord, we beseech Thee, the spiiit to iiiink 
and do always such things as be rightful; that we, who 
cannot do anything that is good without Hiee, may by Thee 
be enabled to live according to Thy will; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen." 



LECTUEE 11. 



THE BELIEVER'S NEW-BORN HOPE, 
INHERITANCE, AND PRESERVATION. 



"BLESSED BE THE GOD AlO) FATHEB OF 0I7B LOBD JESUS 
CHRIST, WHICH, ACOOBDDTQ TO HIS ABUNDANT MERCY, 
HATH BEOOTTEN US AGAIN UNTO A LIVELY HOPE BY 
THE RESURRECTION OF JESUS CHRIST FROM THE DEAD; 

"TO AN INHERITANCE INCORRUPTIBLE, AND UNDEFILED, AND 
THAT FADETH NOT AWAY, RESERVED IN HEAVEN FOR YOU, 

" WHO ABE KEPT BY THE POWER OF GOD THROUGH FAITH." 

1 Pbteb i. 3, 4, 5. 




HEBE is a great similarity in the style of Apostolic 
teaching ; and this we cannot wonder at, knowing that 
these holy men of God spake as they were moved by the Holy 
Ghost. The habit of breaking forth into strains of praise 
and thanksgiving, in the midst of their instructions, is most 
marked. You find it in St. Paul , in Ephesians i. 3 ; also in 
St. John, in First Epistle i. 3 ; and here in St. Peter. They 
were not dry unimpassioned teachers ; they were men of such 
heart and soul that they could not go far in any declaration 
of the riches of God's love or redemption mercies, without 
giving vent to their gladness and utterance to their ssicred 
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praise. They were not mere machines, they knew and felt 
the blessedness they spake and wrote of, and so must needs 
tell out their inward joy. 

This contributes a beautiful reality and naturalness to 
their writings. Of course, as one has said — " All this is far 
below FiTn and His mercies ; for what axe our lame praises in 
comparison of His love ? Nothing, and less than nothing ; 
but, love will stammer rather than be dumb." St. Peter had 
already spoken of the source of the believer's life, viz., the 
choosing of the Father : he had also named the application to 
their hearts of the Eedeemer's work, by the sprinkling of His 
precious blood : and the results of both in their sanctification 
by the Holy Spirit, and their holy obedience. Haying thus 
set forth the high and holy calling of all the family of 
God, he cannot refrain from praise, and in doing so, he 
expressed himself in Gospel language and style, thus — 
<< Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ." 
No such title as this found in the Old Testament. Ever since 
Incarnation the phraseology has been altered — as here, it is 
entirely warranted by the Saviour's own words after the 
resurrection — "My Father and your Father — ^My God and 
your God" — Christ, in the order of Divine covenant and 
grace, stands always next to God ; all that comes to us from 
the fountain head flows throw Him ; and so, before naming 
the mercy which follows, he names first the source from which 
it springs, and the channel through which it comes. The 
titles of Jehovah Father in the New Testament would provide 
a beautiful class of subjects for teaching and meditation ; and 
of them all, none is so glorious as this one. This is the €k>d 
of whom the whole family in heaven and earth is named. 
This is He from whom all blessings flow ; and St. Peter 
immediately specifies one, viz., the believer's new-bom hope, 
by whom bestowed, and whence derived; of God's " abundant 
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mercy ;" and, " by the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the 
dead." Here we see the movement towards man having its 
beginning in God's mercy ; as Paul states it, " God who is rich 
in mercy" — ^it is God's pity; that pity and compassion of 
which we read such blessed things in Ezekiel xvi. 5-14 ; 
a passage which may have been in St. Paul's mind when he 
told of God's wondrous love towards those dead in sins, 
Ephesians ii. 4-7. To have felt pity at all, and to have 
shown mercy to such, in any degree, would have been 
wonderful ! But God ever goes beyond human expectations. 
His is not only love, but " The great love wherewith He 
loved us;" not only a flow, but an overflow; and so, not 
mercy merely, but " abundant mercy." 

He has given us a birthright to a blessing of surpassing 
worth; caused us to be bom again to a living hope: the 
words convey to us the idea of a resurrection from the dead 
to a new condition of existence, and that, one iu which hope 
is pre-endnent as an inspiring principle : and so, in truth, it 
is, for, in the death-sleep of imregenerate nature there can be 
no real hope ; hope was itself dead and buried in. the grave 
of sin; as the dead soul cannot praise, so neither can it 
hope. Now, from that death-sleep and that grave of despair, 
God has wakened us, and raised us up unto a new life, which 
is replete with heavenly hope from first to last : a hope not 
founded upon anything of earth, but on everything of heaven : 
therefore it has divine life in it; the God of hope is the 
Author and Giver of it, so it partakes of the nature of TTitp 
from whom it comes ; it is a living hope from the living God; 
a hope which has life, gives life, and looks for life as its 
object ; a hope that maketh not ashamed ever ; a hope which 
serves the soul as an anchor, and is fastened in Jesus risen ; 
a hope which death cannot destroy; it then lives most 
strongly, so, a hope ^^full of immortality J' What a change is 
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tlras wiought in us, and for us, of God's abtmdaiLt mercy I 
It is like suDshine bieaking forth after a night of gloom; 
like a morning of joy after a night of weeping ; a life of^ 
gladness springing up ont of a grave of despair. And whence 
is it derived? St. Peter says, ''by the resurrection of Jesns 
Christ." Yes ! Christ has brought life and immortality to 
light. Our hope is a beauteous flower, that blooms in the* 
garden where the Eedeemer was buried. All the interests 
of His people, and aU their prospects, were botmd up in and 
with TTim as He slept in Joseph's tomb ; if He remain there 
dead, so also must all our hope too : if He come to life, then 
hope for believers, hope for humanity, hope for the wide 
world, comes into fall and instant life with our risen 
Eedeemer : and so it truly came to pass : the birth-day 
of our hope was the morning that saw the sepulchre empty : 
it was no wonder that an Angel should be foxmd in a tomb, as 
if to imply that hope had come ^om Heaven to earth once 
more, since Jesus Christ was risen. Here we also discover 
the hnmortality of our hope, "a lively hope," because it is 
connected with the life of the Eisen One. If He were ever 
to die again, so may our hope too ; if He liveth for ever, so 
must our hope flourish and abide eternally: Christ being 
raised from the dead, dieth no more ; therefore, the believer's 
hope ever liveth. Can any hope be stronger than this? 
— ^foxmded on the abundant mercy of God, and coming through 
the resurrection of Jesus Christ. Well may St. Paul say, 
"We sorrow not as others who have no hope." Well may 
David encourage his disconsolate soul, and say, " Hope thou 
in God." Is not this hope provided as a staff for God's 
pilgrims on their desert journey? And if it were only 
rightly used, fewer far would be foimd fainting by the way. 
A man bereft of this hope may well go on his way sorrowing, 
but the Christian's motto is, "As sorrowful, yet always. 
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rejoicing,*' — "rejoicing in hope." The hypocrite's hope is "as 
the spider^s web," as "the giving np of the ghost:" it is 
a hope that must perish : the most he can say is " dnm 
spiro, spero:" the child of God can go further and say, 
" dmn expire, spero." As the tiny web of the spider is spnn 
out of its own body, so the hypocrite's hope is wholly of 
earth and flesh, and it snaps asxmder in an instant, at the 
touch of the hand of death. The world's paths are thickly 
strewn with fragments of shattered hopes ; amidst these and 
over them, the Christian travels, waving his triumphant 
banner of living hope : his hope is inspiring and invigorating, 
80 he sings as he goes : his hope is sanctifying, so he goes 
forward, leaning on the Beloved. If you were more hopeful, 
you would be more happy and more useM ; and you would 
have increase of hope if you lived more under the power of 
Christ's resurrection. Mary stood at the sepulchre weeping, 
for her heart was in the grave ; but Christ was not there, 
He was beside her and alive. To dwell always beside a 
dead and buried Christ does not lead to hope, though it may 
to tears. The Angels warned the women away from the 
tomb. We are to look upon the face of TTim who sits alive 
upon the Throne above, and to touch the hem of His garment 
of light, and not to linger beside the napkin and the grave- 
clothes below. Sursum corda ! Christians, deal more with 
the Christ risen, and on the Throne ; it is in Him your life is 
hid ; it is through His resurrection you are begotten to a 
hope; reconciled by His death, we are saved by His life, 
Bom. V. 10. 

Nor is this all: we are not only bom to a hope fall 
of immortality, but to a possession and portion as weU ; 
as St. Peter states here, "to an inheritance." All God's 
children are bom heirs : our elder brother, the near kinsman, 
has redeemed the inheritance for us, so, through Him, it 
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becomes ours: the nature of it is strikiiigly described by 
three terms — "incorruptible, undefiled, and that fadeth not 
away" — ^in substance, incorruptible ; in purity, undefiled ; 
in beauty, unfading. In these respects it contrasts perfectly 
with aU the possessions of earth and of time ; these latter are 
all corruptible, impure, and perishing. What is there on any 
side, beneath the sun, which we can hold with a sure grasp, 
and say, this is mine, and I will keep it ! What is there here 
so fair as to be entirely free from the touch and taint of sin ? 
What is there that possesses imperishable bloom ? The real 
wonder is, that after the sad experience of so many thousand 
years, hearts should be found still so ready to cling to the 
earthly portion, and to rest contentedly and hopefully beneath 
the shadow of worm-eaten gourds : it would seem as if the 
root of earthly things were rottenness, and their comeli- 
ness corruption, in order to turn away disappointed souls 
from all such confidences, and lead them to desire the better, 
even the heavenly inheritance. The inheritance referred to 
here seems to be part of the hope set before us — a something 
beyond the present, and so, said to be in reserve : it evidentiy 
points to the bliss of our hereafter ; the portions of the 
coming kingdom ; the joy of our Lord, into which the blessed 
are to enter presentiy : the kingdom prepared for us, which 
our Head is gone to receive, and which we are to share with 
Him, when He comes again. Several terms in this Epistle 
refer to it : it is styled a " salvation," as in ver. 5 of this 
chapter ; again, a " grace that is to be brought at the revela- 
tion of Jesus Christ," ver. 13 : and again, a " glory," chap. v. 1 ; 
a "crown of glory," ver. 4: it is also elsewhere called " an 
inheritance among them that are sanctified," Acts xxvi. 18 ; 
and, " the inheritance of the saints in light," Col. i. 12 : 
it is an inheritance in all that Christ is to have, according to 
his own words — "And the glory which Thou gavest Me, I 
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have given them/' John xvii. 22. We axe " joint-heirs with 
Christ:'* to be with Him where He is, to be like Him, to sit 
with Him upon His throne. God does not serve His children 
badly, they are not put off with a scanty portion : He has 
appointed His Son " heir of all things ; " they are to be 
partners with Him. So, Christians, all things are yours, for 
ye are Christ's. The Father's word to each heir of salvation 
is, " Son, all that I have is thine." 

How this should lead to contentment with our lot here, 
whatever it be, having such an inheritance before us ! If we 
have much of this worid's store, what of that? it is as 
nothing compared with the higher portion : if we have little 
or nothing of it, what matters it ? it only enables us to care 
less for the present and long more for the future; to go 
more lightly and less incumbered on our way, and have our 
affection set more decidedly on things above : "as having 
nothing and yet possessing all things." It should also make 
our departure from this scene welcome to us, because every 
hour spent here only delays our enjoyment of this blissful 
inheritance : and when we are ready to go, we leave the 
corruptible, the defiled, and the fading away all behind us, 
to enter into the full possession of that which is undefiled, 
iacorruptible, and that fadeth not away. 

Oh ! how is it, that with this in view, a Father's gift, and 
the purchase of a Saviour's dying. Christians can be so earthly 
and worldly-minded as they are? Do they, can they really 
believe that such things are in store for them ? One might 
think that this world's promises were more trustworthy than 
God's, and its possessions of higher value than the precious 
things of God. How does life in a risen Christ comport with 
a hungering and thirsting after the lower enjoyments of this 
fallen scene ? where are the high-bom instincts and sympa- 
thies of those who are quickened together with Christ ? Is it 
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real '' newness of life " to be consfcantly cultivating worldly 
companionghip ; aiming at worldly distinctions; apeing 
worldly dress and manners, and bearing about with us an 
earthly tone, which may conciliate for us for the time 
the Mendship of the world, which is enmity against God, 
but must fatally damage our spirituality; war against the 
interests of the inner man ; wound the dear Redeemer in the 
house of his friends, and manifest anything rather than the 
character of those who are said to sit in the heavenlies in 
Christ Jesus ! 

One is constantly pained to find the reluctance manifested 
on the part of professing Christians to converse upon the grand 
topics of life in Jesus, and our glorious future inheritance. 
It seems to be the one subject that is not welcome, that 
is to be received in silence ; as if religion might suit for the 
cottages and garrets of the poor, but not for the respectability 
and the drawing rooms of the rich and well-to-do. Surely, 
there must be something seriously wrong in all this. Earthly 
talk seems natural and agreeable, but converse on divine 
things, the things which are to occupy us wholly hereafter, 
is too frequently regarded as out of place and xmsuitable ! 
Angels, as spectators, doubtless wonder to hear so little 
reference ever made to our hope and our inheritance ! 

And there is no doubt or uncertainty about this inheri- 
tance; it is here said to be specially *' reserved;" not like 
those of earth, which may or may not be entered into. The 
heir of an earthly property may die before he ever obtains 
possession ; or else, the property itself may be squandered 
and lost, before he can enter into it : or he may find it so 
encumbered by debt, that it is not worth possessing at alL 
None of these things can happen to the believer's inheritance ; 
it is reserved by God who gives it, for those for whom it 
is intended ; it shall be given to those for whom it is prepared ; 
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and Christ has said, "I go to prepare a place for yool.** There 
is a place prepared for each child of grace, and each is now 
heing got ready for their place. This accords with onr Lord's 
words to the mother of Zebedee's children : "To sit on my 
right hand and on my left, is not mine to give, except to 
those for whom it is prepared of my Father," Matt. xx. 28. 
St. Paul had no donbt about his crown, when his time for 
departure from life approached ; he said, with holy confidence, 
'^ There is laid up for me a crown of righteousness, which the 
Lord shall give me at that day;*' and again, ''If our earthly 
house of this tabernacle were dissolved, we know we have a 
building of God." And this inheritance is "reserved in 
Heaven ;" it must be, as Leighton says, " a thing of greatest 
worth that is laid up in the highest and best place in the 
world, namely, in Heaven. Nothing is free from danger but 
this inheritance, which is laid up in the hands of God, and 
kept in Heaven for us. The highest stations in the world, 
namely, the estate of kings, they are but mountains of prey, 
one robbing and spoiling another ; but in that holy mountain 
above there is none to hurt, or spoil, or offer violence.** 

There is also a farther security concerning it ; it is not 
only reserved for believers, but they are preserved for it ; and 
this in the highest, holiest, and strongest way ; " kept by the 
power of God." This seems to follow as a sort of necessary 
consequence from what has gone before ; what God intends 
and purposes. He is able also to accomplish. In all this 
proceeding God begins, God continues, and God ends. If 
believers are persons of God*8 choosing ^ they are certain to be 
of his "keeping. If they are sprinkled with the blood of His 
Son, and sanctified by His Spirit ; if they are bom again to a 
lively hope and to a reserved inheritance, God is not likely to 
allow all this to fail and come to nought from want of His 
protection and preservation : if there were to be failure at the 
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last step, all the preceding ones would be jiist so mnch waste 
of Divine mercy and grace. Bnt God has provided against 
this : He knows the exact condition and position of each of 
his children here; compassed with infirmities, and surrounded 
by dangers and temptations ; so He has made express 
provision for their being preserved. 

Eirst, by implanting within the heart of every heir of 
promise a Holy Guardian, the Holy Spirit, according to the 
sure promise, '* I will dwell in them, and walk in them," 
2 Cor. vi. 16 : thus, the Christian is God's temple ; the 
habitation of God ; a sort of sacred shrine ; his heart a holy 
of holies ; and all that is within consecrated to a holy use and 
purpose ; the property of Him who dwells there ; and the 
blessed One will protect His own possession : Deity will keep 
what Deity owns. 

Secondly, by imparting to His children a spirit of 
watchfulness and care; of dependence, self-distrust and 
prayer, whereby they are made willing to be their own 
guardians — and to defend themselves : ''He that is bom of God 
sinneth not; but he keepeth himself and that wicked 
one toucheth him not," 1 John v. 18: there is thus a 
strong principle of self-preservation constantly actuating the 
believer; it is a motion from the Divine life witlun; an 
inevitable instinct ; and it is maintained and invigorated by 
the assured conviction, that he is not alone in the effort, but 
that God is always helping him. 

Thirdly, by so leading and guiding them here in the 
movement of His providence, so ordering their goings, com. 
passing their paths and beds, and so counselling and directing 
them in everything, that they are instructed, shielded, and 
preserved. He will keep the feet of His saints: the Lord 
Himself ia thy Keeper : all the attributes of Jehovah encircle 
thee, child of God! — you have help horn the hand of God; 
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hearing firom the ear of God ; observation from <Ae eye of 
God; remembrance from the memory of God; a shield in the 
<trm of the Lord; a home in the love of God; and so, " are 
kept by the power of God." How fall the Scripture is of 
promises of preservation : " Fear thou not, for I am with 
thee ;" " I will never leave thee nor forsake thee ;" " I wiU 
hold thee by thy right hand;" "The beloved of the Lord 
shall dwell in safety by Him." It were easy to multiply 
these, if you were only as ready to believe and take them, 
as God is to give them. The Bible is a garden full of 
^xceediDg great and precious promises ; we may gather them 
on every side, if so disposed: but alas! we are more dis- 
posed to gather doubts and fears, which grow abundantly, 
like rank weeds, out of our own hearts, than to pluck and 
carry about with us the fragrant flowers out of God's sacred 
garden. We are ever ready to say, " I shall one day perish ;" 
and yet, Christ has said, "I give to them eternal life, and 
they shall never perish:" we say, in our ungrateful cow- 
ardice, " Oh, it is all very well so long as the vigour of life 
lasts, whilst there is health and strength ; but when these fail, 
how shall it be with me then?" and yet God, in His love 
keeps constantly replying, " And even to your old age I am 
He ; and even to hoar hairs will I carry you : I have made, 
and I will bear; I will carry, and will deliver you." You 
think of the hosts of foes leagued against you, of the power 
of sin, Satan, corruption, and temptation; these rise before 
y ou like spectres, and terrify you : they are great and many, 
we do not conceal it ; but is there nothing greater than them 
all? — what shall !we say of ''the 'power of God?" Ihis is 
what keeps you; this is our supreme protection; and by this 
we are always garrisoned, (<l>povpovfuvoi) " we ought to watch, 
but when we do so, in obedience to oxir Commander, the 
daptain of our salvation ; yet it is His own watching who 
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sleeps not, nor so much as slumbers, which preserves ns, and 
makes onrs not to be in vain." 

In this keeping the subordinate or instrumentaf power ia 
faith; "kept by the power of God, through faith :*^ this God 
puts within us, and it leads us to lean only on the supreme 
power : it lays hold upon the chief cause of our keeping, viz.^ 
God's power : God keeps the faith alive and strong in us, and 
faith keeps the Christian : the life of faith is one of entire 
trust in another : faith breaks the heart off from all confidence 
of the flesh, and casts it wholly upon God : faith is the hand 
which holds <m firmly, and also which receives gratefully all 
that God bestows : faith is a leaning, clinging grace, and the 
more it leans the stronger we become, because cast the more 
wholly upon God : " When I am weak, then am I strong " — 
so that the believer who confides, is, at the same time, the 
weakest and the strongest person in the world: weak in 
himself; strong in the Lord. 

Now rehearse aU this to yourselves, and say whether 
those who believe and possess these should not differ 
essentially from those who know them not and possesa 
them not? 

Are these things really so ? It is woirth while providing an 
answer : if they are not, we should be prepared to prove them 
untrue : if they are, we should be more than ready to em- 
brace and believe them : the worst of all states is, to profess 
to know all this, and assent to it all, and yet remain unin-^ 
fiuenced by it: to be as if such truths had never been 
revealed I 

Can any one have this living hope, and live for this world 
as their all ? 

Can any be heartily looking for this inheritance, and yet 
grovel here below, aa if things now were the be^t ? 

Can we regard ourselves as in God's keeping, and think it 
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due to him and worthy of ourselveB, to be running into every 
kind of danger and temptation ? 



" Qt)d, who knowest us to be set in the midst of so many 
and great dangers, that by reason of the frailty of our nature 
we cannot always stand upright ; grant to us such strength 
and protection, as may support us in all dangers, and carry 
us through ail temptations ; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen." 



LECTUEE III. 

FAITH MADE MORE PRECIOUS BY TRIALS 
DURING THE PRESENT LIFE. 



<* THAT THE TEIAL OF Y0T7B FAITH, BEING MUCH MOBE FBEdOtJS 
THAN OF GOLD THAT PEEI8HETH, THOUGH IT BE TBIED 
WITH FIBE, MIGHT BE FOUND UNTO PBAI8E AND HONOUR 
AND GLOBY AT THE APPEABING OF JE8UB CHBIST.»» 

1 Petxs i. 7. 




E have already had the living hope, the glorious inheri- 
tance of the future, and the strong preservation of 
believers, all springing out of the abundant mercy of the 
Ood and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. St. Peter then adds, 
" wherein ye greatly rejoice." There have been differences 
of opinion as to what, specially, this word " wherein" refers ; 
some consider that it refers to the expression, ''the last 
time," just immediately going before; others would connect 
it with the " salvation" just referred to in verse 5 ; this is, 
perhaps, more probable : but the most probable of aU seems 
to be that which has been the most commonly received, viz., 
that it refers to all the three blessings just rehearsed. In aU 
these ye exult, and that now: even though this present 
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have for you its deep, dark shadows, by reason of the 
needfal testing of your faith; still, your present has its 
sunshine too, its bows of promise and of hope, its silvery 
linings to many of its darkest clouds ; so that, though there 
is, undoubtedly, a great deal to sadden and depress, there 
is much to cheer. Your future is certain and clear, even 
** though now for a season, if need be, ye are in heaviness 
through manifold temptations." And even this present sad- 
ness and trial is really amongst the best of your mercies^ 
and is intended for this very purpose, the object of it all 
being, "that the trial of your faith might be found unto 
praise and honour and glory at the appearing of Jesus 
Christ:" it is intended to improve, confirm and invigorate 
your faith. 

You will observe, that in the order of the passage, from 
ver. 4 to 8, there are two objects of hope spoken of, and 
both as yet unseen. Firsts the inheritance ; it is with God, 
before us, and not now seen, nor to be now possessed. 
Secondly, there is Christ in His appearing and His Kingdom. 
He too is with God; not now visible — ^''now ye see Him 
not :" — to be seen presently. Between these two objects of 
hope the believer stands, with his faith on trial in reference 
to them both; and so placed and circumstanced, he can 
rcgoice in both ; and that, even though the faith meanwhile 
in regard to each be put to the severest test : " an inheri- 
tance," wherein ye greatly rejoice, though now for a season 
in heaviness." And again, " the appearing of Jesus Christ, 
in whom, though now ye see Him not, yet believing, ye rejoice 
with joy unspeakable and ftdl of glory." 

Here then, we are at once presented with one of the many 
scriptural paradoxes ; great joy alongside of manifold heavi- 
ness : sorrow and gladness mingling together in the believer's 
cup ; and so wisely mingled, because done by a Father's hand, 
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that there never can be either too mnch or too little of either : 
both measured out by Divine skill and precision according to 
God's own knowledge of the case, and so, working together 
for our good: the gladness counterbalanced, corrected, and 
chastened by the heaviness ; and the great joy tempered by 
manifold trials. 

The words in ver. 6 are so wisely guarded, that they set 
forth the truth concerning our present drawbacks along with 
two abatements, which must never be overlooked. First, that 
this condition of things is temporary j "now for a season." 
Secondly, that it is not inevitably necessary in case of the 
child of God ; it may be so, and it may not ; it is only " if 
need be." It is temporary, because, at the very longest, it can 
only last during this present life ; and it may not last even 
so long ; only for some particular period in your history, when 
you need more than ordinary care and discipline ; so it is sent 
then, and when it has served its purpose, it is removed. It 
may not always be needful either, only occasionally ; and it is 
our comfort to know, that He who is to judge of this on our 
behalf, either as to needfulneaSi or the time during which the 
trial is to last, is our own God and Father : we may entirely 
trust Him for both : also, when the needed discipline arrives, 
we may weU be patient and content, however or whatever it 
be. Joseph was in heaviness in his dungeon ; there he was 
sore tried ; but not for ever, only till the time came for his 
deliverance, and the king sent and let him go free ; then, the 
trial was over and the heaviness ended: "weeping may (it does 
not say, must or shall) endure for a night, joy cometh in the 
morning." 

The temptations are declared to be " manifold," t.6., 
varied according to the circumstances and necessities of each 
case. God adopts all kinds of treatment for His children; bat 
all tend to health, none to death. Paul must have his thorn 
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in the flesh ; it was a bitter trial to him ; it caused mueh 
heaviness; he styles it, ^'Hy temptation which was in my 
flesh:" he prayed earnestly against it; agonized for its 
removal; it could not be, becanse he conld not do without 
it ; it was exactly adapted to his case ; it met and corrected 
some tendencies in his character, and was given to him for 
this very purpose. Such a trial might not have been suitable 
in case either of Peter or John; but they did not get ofiT; 
they doubtless had their own in some other form. This 
should reconcile us to our varied lots and trials. We may 
have perfect confidence in the physician who is prescribing 
for us ; he knows exactly the strength of his patient, and 
adapts his medicine and treatment accordingly. St. Peter 
reminds us here of a rich set-off against all this for the 
present. God has given us a good hope set before us; a 
glorious inheritance is reserved for us, and we are under 
Divine keeping meanwhile : these three piUars sustain, 
under present burdens : the discipline we pass through in this 
life is just part of the Divine keeping of us : one of God's 
ways of preserving us, and of making our hope more bright 
and blessed. Thus regarded, we see that we could do without 
these present burdens : they are only the graver aspects of 
Divine love ; only the present rough voice of Joseph, to 
make the coming recognition more glorious and gladsome ; 
only the damps and darkness of the prison cell, to create a 
relish for liberty when Joseph is released. 

There are also three consolations concerning all such 
temptations, which must never be lost sight of: — (1) They 
are all accommodated to our strength and case : " There hath 
no temptation taken you but such as is common to man. 
But God is faithful, who wiU not suffer you to be tempted 
above that ye are able ; but will, with the temptation, also 
make a way to escape, that ye may be able to bear it,'* 
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1 Cor. X. 13. (2) God has His own time and methods of 
deliverance: "The Lord knoweth how to deliver the godly 
out of temptations, and to reserve the nnjust nnto the day of 
judgment to be punished," '2 Peter ii. 9. (3) All these 
things work for us a glorious benefit, creating in us more and 
more a spiritual tone, and quickening us in our upward and 
heavenly tendencies : " Our light affliction, which is but for 
a moment, worketh for us a far more exceeding and eternal 
weight of glory ; while we look at the things which are not 
seen, and which are eternal," 2 Cor. iv. 17, 18. 

A ftirther recompense for all that we may be called upon 
to suffer in the way of present discipline, is marked here in 
ver. 7: "That the trial of your faith being much more 
precious than of gold that perisheth, though it be tried with fire, 
might be found unto praise, and honour, and glory, at the 
appearing of Jesus Christ." We find here a reason for all 
that is painM in the present ; it is to try, test, or prove our 
faith ; God proving His own grace in His people — testing the 
faith which He bestows. St. James puts it in the same way: 
" Count it all joy when ye fall into divers temptations ; 
knowing this, that the trying of your faith worketh patience." 
Temptation (TrcLpcurfws) strictly means a boring or piercing into 
a substance, in order to get at its heart, to discover whether 
it be sound at the core or not : whenever Satan bores thus, 
it is in order to strengthen and draw out what is weak and 
^ bad in us : God does so, in order to improve what is good in 
us. God tests for our profit; to make faith more faith, good 
more good, and the true more true. Nothing in us is more 
excellent than faith ; it is a prime grace, the parent of many 
others ; it is most important, therefore, that it should be kept 
in prime condition. So very much is made to depend on 
faith, that it should be most healthy and vigorous ; and it is 
precisely for this that Gt)d proves it. Faith is the gold of 
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God in tiie soul, and so more precions than all the finest gold 
of all tiie world ; as said here, " more precious than of gold 
which perisheth." Gold is j&om beneath, faith is from above ; 
one is of earth, the other of Heaven. Paith has God for its 
Author, Giver, and Sustainer ; it also has God for its objeet 
and end. Gold leads and tends towards the earth it came 
from ; so much so, as to make it hard for the largest possessor 
of it to enter into Heaven at aU. A man may have too much 
gold, but no man can have too much faith. Paith also always 
enriches its possessor ; gold frequently works the other way ; 
it frequently impoverishes a man spiritually : how very poor 
a rich man may be ; narrowed up to all but self; able, perhaps, 
when possessed of little, to be generous, but losing all 
generosity when wealthy : therefore it is, that St. James 
says, the rich may rejoice when he is brought low ; stripped 
of his possessions, that he may be really advanced thereby. 
Wherever there is faith there is true wealth, the very riches 
of divine grace : there may be little earthly estate, little 
of the gold of this world, and yet unsearchable riches : " As 
poor, yet makiog many rich; as having nothing, and yet 
possessing all things;" "There is that scattereth, and yet 
increaseth ;" " There is that maketh himself rich, yet hath 
nothing; there is that maketh himself poor, yet hath great 

riches," Prov. xiii. 7. 

Gold of earth, though far inferior to faith, has to be 
tested and tried, and that by fire. The peculiarity of the 
metal is, that it loses nothing thereby but what it should 
lose; it is improved by the loss of its dross; it is made 
better by the furnace-fire. Paith, the far more precious 
thing, must have its testing too, its fiery trial ; and it too, so 
far from suffering injury thereby, is substantially improved. 
"We see this clearly in the case of Job. God had reigard to 
His servant Job, so much so, that He prepared a fojfnace 
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for him, and put him into it ; it was heated to a sevenfold 
degree ; and in it he writhed, and fretted, and cried out : 
painfully touching are some of Joh's cries from out that 
furnace. As it continued to hum around him, he caught, 
now and then, a glimpse of hope; saw, as it were, a hright 
far end, and exclaimed, "When He hath tried me, I 
shall come forth as gold:*' yea, Joh! far hotter than 
the finest gold : blessed at his latter end, more than 
his beginning, the furnace refined the man, purged out 
of him the dross of self which dimmed his character, 
and contributed to him such a grace and lustre that he 
became a reflector of God's own workmanship. So also 
of Abraham; his faith was his strong point; God put a 
severe strain upon it ; the [cherished object must be given 
up; Isaac must go: he stood the test, endured the strain, 
and came forth from the fire a stronger and more con- 
firmed believer. 

Some such trial may be near to some of you : it may affect 
you where you least expect it : we are bad judges of our own 
case : it is good for us to be in the hands of God : He always 
knows the what, as weU as the why, of every trial : we may not 
always be able so to do, because we may not know the exact 
spot in our character which most needs the touch of the 
Divine polisher's chisel or the stroke of his mallet. Some 
trials do not speak their own meaning clearly to us, but they 
are all a voice from God : some we are able to accoimt for 
at once ; they declare plainly, as we judge, their origin and 
object : we can say, I think I know why this has come 
upon me : it may be a punishment for indiscretion or incon- 
sistency. Other trials again, do not seem to come from our 
own wisdom or folly ; we can hardly account for them ; they 
are silver arrows shot from the bow of God, and fixed in the 
(juivering heart; they are to be borne; and when this is 
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done pcUientlyj they are disarmed of their poison, though not 
of their pain. 

The words of onr passage seem to teach, that it is the trial 
of the faith that produces snch satisfactory results : it is so, 
because it fomishes more solid evidences to our own minds of 
the reality of the faith, than if it were never subjected to 
such an ordeal : faith untried may be faith undiscovered or 
unexperienced : many a Christian may have long gone on living 
quietly before God, without there being much in circumstances 
to disturb or prove what was within : at last, some day, a 
great trial comes, and it is borne with a patience and a grace 
which show irresistibly what a real power there is in faith ; 
and that, in a way that never might have been otherwise made 
known to observers : so long as everything goes on easily and 
fortunately with a man, one can hardly say whether he be a 
true-hearted man or not, nor, whether he is really sustained 
by the highest principles ; but, when all the props on which 
a man might be supposed to be restrug are withdrawn, and he 
then stands, instead of falling or giving way, this is a clear 
proof to himself and others that the things which he has lost 
were not his stay and strength ; and thus, the trial of his 
faith has worked out preciously in the way of evidence. 

The trial of faith is also precious, because it stimulates 
the heart that may be growing drowsy : graces may be 
present in a soul, but in a slumbering condition ; they may 
not be called out into active exercise: then comes a trial, 
which makes a demand on some or all of them, and they 
awake and arise to life and to the emergency, frequently 
to the grateful surprise of the tried one. It has been said 
more than once concerning some afflicted servants of God, 
''I thought it hardly possible for them to bear up under such 
a crush !" but they have. A tried one, too, may have the same 
thing to say of himself — '* I could not have believed that I 
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could have pressed through this as I have !" So, trial makes 
faith more precious to the possessor of it. 

The trial of faith is precious because it tends also to bring 
out so much of God and of His loye. He seems to take 
pleasure in revealing Himself to His tried ones : allures them 
into the wilderness, to have the pleasure of speaking comfort- 
ably to them. But for the thorn, Paul had never so fully 
known the sufficiency of grace, or the power of Christ. But 
for the sinking amid the waters, Peter had never so folly 
known the readiness and strength of Jesus. Sympathy is the 
Divine salve for trial, and where can this be found in such 
perfection as in Him who was the Man of Sorrows, and who 
was in all points tempted like as we are ? Anything which 
makes such sympathy needfcQ and endeared to us, must be 
precious : trial does so : to a weeping Christian, can anyone 
be nearer or dearer than Christ in tears ? Can any hand be 
safer or more tender to hold by, when bowed down with woe, 
than the hand that was pierced on the cross?" and where 
can the broken-hearted pillow their heads more properly than 
on that bosom which was pierced with the soldier's spear? 
The spikenard of Christ's tenderness is, indeed, ^n. ointment 
very precious to a suffering Church, and the blessed box of 
His humanity was broken open, that it might flow freely 
forth. Christ's voice can still the inner storm; and His 
presence brings peace, even though he comes to us walking 
upon the heaving billows. 

Trial is not pleasant — ^it is not intended to be so; if it 
were, it would cease to be trial; trial by fire implies pain, 
sharp and cutting; but as the gold does not suffer from the 
furnace, neither does the Christian from his trials. To cut 
off a right hand, or pluck out a right eye, is not easy ; but 
Christ has said, "it is better for thee : " it must be done, it 
has been, it can be, and it shall: He wiU sit as a refiner, 
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therefore, the gold must be there, in the cmcible : so it is, 
but not lost sight of ; He is there beside it ; not only sitting 
near and carefully observing, but actually walking in the 
midst of the fire with His children; and this will give a 
preciousness to the whole process, which will constrain them 
to exclaim, " It is good for me that I have been afflicted ;" 
" Thou hast known my soul in adversities ;'' " I have heard 
of Thee by the hearing of the ear, but now mine eye 
seeth Thee." 

And it cannot fail in its object ; it is so ordered and man-- 
aged that all trials must eventuate in good to God's people: 
the bread cast upon the waters seems to be wasted and lost ; 
the word says, " it shall be found -^ the sufferer in the fomace 
may seem likely to perish ; the trial may be so intense, that 
it seems vain to hope ; but our Scripture here says, it shall be 
"/oMwd :" its blessed fruits and results will turn up and be 
exhibited when the Master comes : Christ is coming back to 
meet them all; and when they meet him, the discipline 

i 

through which they passed here, will reflect honour upon Jbhe 
Great Refiner Himself ; " it shall be found unto praise and 
honour and glory at the appearing of Jesus Christ '^ the refine- 
ment of character, and the meekness and conformity gained 
by trial in this life, will serve to bring out the wisdom, love, 
and power of the Gracious Head of the Church : so He will 
be glorified in His saints, and admired in all them that believe 
in that day : and when they each look back over the history 
of their lives, they will then see and confess, that not one por- 
tion of their treatment could have been done without ; not 
one blow less ; no lower heating of the fomace ; all was 
needed; and all will then redound to Christ's praise and 
glory ! 

Brethren, if all this care needs to be taken on the part of 
God for our sanctification, it cannot be of small account with 
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Hun, nor of easy aocomplishment in ns. Are we each as 
anxious to be purified as God is to purify ns? Let 
none of ns Btkppose, that subdued or mortified sin is really 
sin dead ; it is not dead, it is only slumbering till an oppor- 
tunity occur for its breaMng out afresh, to your great dismay, 
as fiercely as if it never had been mortified at all : there is no 
trusting our fallen nature, not even in the case of the most 
advanced believers : God's frimace is kept ever ready for God's 
gold, because, at any moment it may need to be plunged into 
it again: the snake is scotched, not killed: it is coiled up 
somewhere within the heart, in some secret comer, and the 
glow of a temptation will soon make it stir again. Be deeply 
grateful then for trials, they are the preservers of your souls ; 
without them none are safe ; with them and through them 
we hope of God's grace and love to stand with Christ in the 
glory of His kingdom. 



LECTURE IV. 

THE SALVATION OF THE PRESENT AND OF 

THE FUTURE. 



"RECEIVING THE END OF YOUR FAITH, EVEN THE SALVATION 
OF YOUR SOULS."— 1 Pktee i. 9. 

"SALVATION READY TO BE REVEALED IN THE LAST TIME."— 
1 Petek i. 5. 




HEN we use the expression "Salvation of the present 
and of the fatnre," we do not desire to teach, nor wish 
you to understand, that these differ &om each other in kind, 
only in degree: just as the noonday light is not a different 
light from that of early dawn, but is the same expanded, 
fully developed and perfected, though we make a difference 
between the two periods of the day ; so, the salvation of the 
present is the necessary prelude and precursor of that of the 
future ; the latter is the perfection and consummation of the 
former: the one is the bud, for the present, precious and 
beautiful; the other is the flower in full blossom : the one is 
a matter of faith and present possession ; the other, a matter 
of hope, and connected with the future. In verse 9 we have 
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the one, in verse 5 the other: and this salvation of the 
future is also set forth in other words in verse 13, thus : 
« The grace that is to be brought unto you at the revelation 
of Jesus Christ." 

We look first at the salvation of the present : it is spoken 
of here as something grasped now, ascertained and enjoyed 
during our present life ; its object, of course, is, to deliver the 
soul from the death and destruction deserved by sin, and to 
'do this in such a way as to fit it for progressive sanctification 
and growing conformity to the image of Jesus, thereby 
preparing it for the full blessedness awaiting it, when faith 
shall be turned into sight, and full fruition, at the appearing 
of the Eedeemer: this being so, in order to this, it must 
needs be realized now ; if it be intended as a cure, it must 
be had at once, otherwise the progressive advance of the soul 
towards spiritual health cannot be accomplished : if it is to fit 
us for a far end, which is to be the fruition of a life of faith 
on earth, of course this life must be lived now: it is grace 
before glory. This, of itself, teaches the importance of present 
salvation, and of its being possessed in early life — ^the earlier 
the better, as thereby affording the largest opportunity for 
growth in grace and in meetness for the enjoyment of the 
future. Of course it may please God to grant a rapid 
development of godly character after conversion, so that a 
person bom again in later life, may, in a comparatively 
brief period, attain to a high degree of spirituality : still, the 
process of sanctification being usuaUy slow, the stru^ling of 
the Spirit being so checked and hindered by the burdens and 
oppositions of the flesh, it would seem to be most desirable 
that it should begin early. We know that in nature the 
vegetating process may be unduly hastened; plants and 
flowers may be, and are, constantly hurried forward to a 
very quick development and maturity; this is styled forcing; 
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it is not natural, it is exceptional, and it is a question, 
whether in that case, and under such treatment, either fruit 
or flower is really so perfect in its flavour and quality as it 
might have been, if it had attained its maturity by the more 
slow and ordinary process of natural ripening. There may, 
in like manner, be a sanctifled precocity too ; we hear and 
read of it occasionally; but, as a rule, the cultivation of 
Christian character requires time and trial. A person brought 
to God in early life, and consistently following on and after, 
diligently, for many years, ought, in the nature of things, 
to be a very ripe and mellow believer in old age. We can 
hardly understand how the thief on the cross — saved within 
a very short time of his death — could have such a capacity 
for the enjoyment of heaven as St. Paul or St. John the 
beloved disciple. 

Further, if this salvation is to be effective, it must be real 
and realized; it must be grasped with no feeble hand or 
doubting heart; it will not work imto holiness if it be a 
matter of doubt or uncertainty ; simply because it will not 
have influence or power to counteract the opposition of the 
flesh. The person who says, " I hope I am saved; I dare not, 
of course, be certain about it, but perhaps T am," will seldom 
be found to be a strong Christian or a growing believer : such 
will very generally be found at the same point where he was, 
trembling and hoping ; but not sure. If again, a person say, 
''I intefid some day to be a saved man, and a thorough, 
decided Christian, but I cannot say I am so now?" — ^such will 
have no weight in the battle against sin and self : he has hold 
on nothing; is influenced only by his natural instincts and 
likings ; and so will be a prey to the power of this world 
and of sin. Oh, no! Salvation is provided for the soul 
now; is offered rww; may be received now: and when it 
is possessed in the soul in all its force and fulness, when 
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you can say, " I know whom I have believed ;" " We know 
we have passed from death unto life;" ''To me to live is 
Christ ;" " My Beloved is mine, and I am His f " Now are 
we the Sons of God :*' then, there is a Divine power at work 
within, which transforms, renews, and sanctifies ; there is. 
a propelling force, derived from the conviction of present 
acceptance, which enables one to trample down opposing 
forces, and to say, "I can do all things through Christ, 
which strengtheneth me;" ''Sin shall not have dominion 
over me ;" " This one thing I do, I press toward the mark 
for the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesns." 

That the salvation of the soul is to be had now, follows 
from the fact, that all connected with the preparation of it is 
already done; it is finished; the provision for the soul's 
necessities, procured by God and His Christ, is all that it needs 
to he : it is not left dependent at all, in any of its parts, upon 
man's work or worth, therefore it can be had at once in its 
completeness : were it otherwise, were it dependent in the least 
for its perfection upon any condition of mind or character on 
the part of the recipient, then it might remain uncertain for 
a long time, and might never be realized with assurance 
during the whole life ; but it is not so ; it is perfect in Christ 
that it may be present salvation for man : it is complete in it- 
self ; so that the moment the soul has it in it, it has, or may 
have it, in its fulness : therefore it is of faith, not of works or 
merit ; faith in another and His work : and these two — Christ 
and His work — ^being xmchangeably the same, in value and in 
virtue, the trust which lays hold of them, may be immediately 
as strong and certified as that on which it rests; so a joy 
may reasonably spring up in such a trusting heart, alongside 
of faith, which will be beyond anything that aught else can 
afford: it is so put in this passage of St. Peter, "Whom, 
having not seen ye love ; in whom though now ye see Him not. 
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yet beKeving, ye rejoice with joy unspeakable and full of 
glory/' How clearly here the joy is the daughter of the faith, 
and the faith the fountain and feeder of the joy : the trust is 
in Christ; and the end of that trust is, the soul's present 
salvation : it naturally follows, that the degree of the joy will 
be in exact proportion to the faith ; it is in believing, that the 
God of hope fills His people with all joy and peace. 

The soul, though the highest part of man, is not all the 
man ; it is linked with the body, and has its home therein ? 
these two are bound up together for weal or woe : the soul 
cannot be saved and the body lost ; nor the body saved and 
the soul lost : the one is the jewel, the other the casquet : it 
so happens, however, that when the soul is regenerated, the 
body is not so ; the body is jredeemed, it is true, and will 
ultimately be made partaker of the perfection for which it has 
been purchased, and to which it is destined ; but not yet : it 
is left as a body of humilation, hanging about a renewed soul : 
in its nature, there is a law opposed to the law of the mind : 
it is of the earth, and tends towards it: it is mortal; it is 
corruptible ; it is a dead weight and a burden to all that are 
truly regenerate ; it is an enemy, not a Mend ; it seems left 
as a reminder of our fall, and we bear it about with us, 
as a relic of sin and death : this continues so all through life ; 
there can be no deliverance till death; no escape; the soul 
longing for liberty is thus caged and imprisoned ; and so far 
salvation is incomplete in this life : we require something else, 
and it is provided and promised ; it is before us ; it is coming 
to us : "we look for the Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ, who 
shall change our vile body, that it may be fashioned like imta 
His glorious body :" and ver. 5 here declares, that there is a 
" salvation ready to be revealed in the last time." Here we 
have the salvation of the future : this is what St. Paul says 
we, who have the first fruits of the Spirit, are waiting for^ 
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viz., " the redemption of our body," Eom. viii. 23. This sal- 
vation is also declared by him to be now " nearer " (i.e. in 
point of time) than when we believed, Bom. xiii. 11 : each 
day and hour bringing it nearer still : it is " ready to be 
revealed,^' only the time for it has not yet arrived : when that 
time comes, then, Christ will come : with Him will come the 
first resurrection ; and then, the sleeping believers will awake 
at His call — '* they that are Ghrisfs at His coming : the bodies 
of believers, wherever and whosoever they be, will come forth to 
life again ; will leave aU their dross and dregs behind ; and, 
preserving in each case, their personal identity, will be joined 
to their now disembodied spirits once more; perfect bodies 
united to perfect souk : then, and not till then, the salvation 
bf the .present will be perfected and completed ; then we shall 
have " our perfect consummation and bHss, both in body and 
soul." 

Towards this grand finale, the whole living body, the 
Church, stretches in most earnest hope : for this, the 
entire groaning, travailing creation waits : this is the blessed 
hope set before us. Concerning this salvation, as St. Peter 
informs us here, ver. 5 and 6, the ancient prophets enquired : 
they told of it, but did not understand the meaning of 
their own utterances ; they were inspired to speak for 
generations long after their days ; the light was not 
to break too soon ; slowly, and yet surely, was Divine 
information to be imparted. And angels, too, were interested 
students of such things as these ; even to these higher 
intelligences, there was much mystery about the unfolding 
plans of Godhead : the truth of the resurrection of the dead 
may have gradually dawned upon the minds even of these 
bright ones : " Which things the Angels desire to look into." 

We talk freely of such truths now ; they are made plain 
to us: how grateful we should be: blessed are our eyes. 
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for they see. What, then, becomes us, highly favoured as 
we are? Why, to take such truth to heart, and live as 
if we believed it ; let it have its real, practical influence, 
as here set forth in ver. 13: "Gird up the loins of your 
mind ; be sober, and hope to the end." Let not your 
aifections be straggling and vagrant, but steady and decided ; 
gather up your affections, and fix them firmly upon the 
blessed hope: keep ever on your watch and guard, too, as 
one expecting hourly what you believe and look for; "be 
sober:" and let hope have her perfect work: "Hope to the 
end;" let your entire life here give evidence that you are 
a stranger in this world, and that your heart is set on 
something before you, which, from afar, already sheds its 
bright light upon your soul. Watch as those that watch for 
the morning ; there are wondrous things in store : they are 
coming : the reserved inheritance is at hand ; He who won 
it all, prepared and promised it all, is the One who will 
bring it to you; He will not entrust it to Angel or Arch- 
angel, but wiU Himself be the bearer of it : he is about 
to be revealed or imveiled; the curtain which now screens 
Him from us, ere long shall be withdrawn, and then we shall 
see Him as He is; we shall see His face. St. Peter tells 
us here of " the grace that is to be brought unto us at the 
revelation of Jesus Christ." 

"The revelation of Jesus Christ:" (cv ctTroicaXvi/^ct,) the 
visible personal manifestation of the Eedeemer. We find 
the same word used to set forth the same fact in 2 Thess. 
i. 7 ; and we may discover, without trouble, five revelations 
of our Saviour. First, a revelation of Him in creation : here 
His power and majesty are displayed, for " all things were 
made by him ;" the heavens declare His glory ; the firmament 
showeth His handy work ; the natural world, in all its forms 
and beauties, is a revelation of Jesus Christ. 
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Then, we have a second grand and distinctive revelation 
of Christ in the Incarnation. In this, He is God revealed, 
transcribed, manifested, declared ; God visibly embodied ; 
God with ns : " We beheld His glory, the glory as of the only 
begotten of the Father." 

We have a third revelation of Christ in His Written 
Word. Moses wrote of Him; He was revealed in type; to 
Him give aU the Prophets witness; David, in his Psalms, 
sang of Christ, for he spake of the things which He made 
touching the King; Evangelists record His life, His sayings 
and doings npon earth ; and one portion of the Bible has a 
special title from this very cause, that it more especially 
sets forth the Redeemer in His glories — the book of the 
Apocalypse. 

A fourth revelation of Jesus Christ is a spiritual one, 
to the heart and soul of the believer, making TTitti known 
and loved there, and enshrining Him within as the hope 
of glory. St. Paul names this in Gal. i. 15, " When it 
pleased God to reveal His Son in me." 

A fifth revelation of Jesus Christ is stiU future, viz., the 
sublime and public appearance of the Lord, at the close 
of this dispensation, to His Church, and to the world, to take 
to Himself His great kingdom, and to reign. '^ He shall be 
revealed from Heaven in flaming fire." 

So we have five distinct revelations of Jesus Christ : in 
oreation ; in incarnation ; in the Scriptures ; to the inner man ; 
and publicly present to the Church and to the world: and 
these leading to five results : thus — 

(1) As Creator He h is linked Himself with the material 
world as its Maker ; and so through Him, matter now allied 
to sin and corruption, shall be purged and delivered therefrom, 
and made a glorious and perfect creation once more. 

(2) By Incarnation Christ has linked Himself with man, 
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as bone of his bone, and flesh of his flesh ; as his Mend and 
brother and Eedeemer. 

(3) By the revelation of Himself in His Word, Christ has 
linked himself with the human mind, as its enlightener and 
instructor : in Him are hid all the treasures of wisdom and 
knowledge. 

(4) By a reyelation to the inner man, Christ has linked 
Himself with the human soul and spirit, as its regenerator, 
quickener and Saviour. 

(5) He wiU shortly link Himself visibly with the church, 
the bride, the lambs' wife ; and with the kingdom which He 
will claim as His right at His return in glory ; for God has 
put all things in subjection xmder His feet. The four first in 
this series are all preparatory to the fifth : Christ has thus 
linked himself with matter, with man, with mind and with 
spirit, because He wUl rescue them aU from the bondage of 
<;orruption in which they are now sunk, and will present them 
all in brightness, beauty, and perfection, in the kingdom of the 
future, to reflect His own glory eternally ; and for the admira- 
tion of all created intelligence for ever ! This latter is the 
revelation spoken of by St. Peter here ; this is the hope set 
before us in the gospel. 

And all this is spoken of as a grace : ^' the grace that is to 
be brought unto you ;" and so it will be : St. Jude styles it 
mercy : " looking for the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ, unto 
eternal life :" and so it wiU be ; what was mercy at the first, 
will be mercy to the last : this is equally true of grace ; grace 
is glory in the bud; glory is grace in the flower; His 
first gift is of grace, so will His last be : the crown of glory 
when bestowed will also be th-^ crown of grace; and therefore it 
will be cast before His feet : not only the first tastes of the 
water of life, but the fullest draughts also are freely given ; 
nothing can be brought for them on our part but thirst. When 
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the top stone is brought forth to crown the living temple, it 
will be amidst shouting — "Grace, grace, unto «f." 

And when this grace is revealed, then all the sons of God 
will be manifested : then all the groans of a burdened and 

4 

travailing creation will be for ever silenced and exchanged 
for the glad songs of the eternal city : then there will be no 
more curse ; the throne of God and of the Lamb will be in it, 
and His servants shall serve Him ! It is worth waiting for ! 
Therefore, set your affection on it. We walk here amidst 
thorns and briars, gird up your garments : we move through 
a world with polluted paths, if your garments be loose the 
mire will soil them ; gird up, therefore, and keep your 
garments clean, unspotted from the world : the crowd around 
may trample them, if you mingle too freely with them, 
thereby you may be detained and entangled ; therefore gird 
up fully : when we reach the other world we may wear our 
white robes at full length, without fear, disturbance, or 
defilement, and without any contact with uncleanness: the 
streets of the heavenly city are paved with gold, and nothing 
that defileth can ever enter there ! Let your present life be 
a foretaste of that which is to come : the entire present, a 
fitting preparation for the future. 



LECTXJEE V. 



PREPARATION FOR OUR FUTURE. 



"AS OBEDIENT CHILDREN, NOT FASHIONINa YOUBSELVES 
ACCORDING TO THE FORMER LUSTS IN YOUR IGNO- 
RANCE ; 

"BUT AS HE WHICH HATH CALLED YOU IS HOLY, SO BE 
YE HOLY IN ALL MANNER OF CONVERSATION; 



« 



BECAUSE IT IS WRITTEN: BE YE HOLY, FOR I AM HOLY." 

1 Pvm i. 14, 15, 16. 




HE close of verse 13 revealed to us the salvation of the 
future, in its perfection and consummation, in connection 
with the personal appearing of the Lord Jesus : for this we 
are to hope confidently: for this to prepare earnestly now, 
hy girding up the loins of our minds, i.e. first, setting our 
affections upon it with undivided and undcTiating interest and 
decision: and next, as the verses of our text teach, hy cultivat- 
ing in every way godlike character, and serving with reverence 
and godly fear. This is the fitting and necessary preparation 
for our glorious future, and this is to be the real business of 

E 
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our lives. The expreBsion last used, viz., the hunnesa of our 
lives, reminds us, with a rehuke, of how very little this is really 
made such, by the bulk of professing Christians : how very 
much more the making the most and the best of the presentj 
seems to occupy and engross, than the sitting loose to it all 
in heart and life, and getting ready to leave it altogether : 
how time, talents, and energy are willingly expended to add 
to the comforts and enjoyments of this life, and how Uttle, 
comparatively, of any of these, is given to that which so far 
surpasses all else in importance, namely, the present cultiva- 
tion of character for the holiness and happiness of our future! 
It is this which so sadly retards our growing ripeness and 
meetness for Heaven: it is this which fills the heart with 
such bitter regrets at life's dose, when we are compelled to 
look back on the past, and to feel, that our golden opportunity 
has been wasted, and is now gone for ever I How frequently 
have I heard such distressing and self-condemning recol- 
lections and acknowledgments in the chambers of dying 
Christians: they had not been, as exhorted here, *^ obedient 
children" and so, were afflicted with these piercing thorns in 
conscience at the last ! 

The exhortation here is put in the most affectionate 
manner, on the ground of our relationship to God as our 
Pather : it speaks to us as to children, " obedient children;" 
not strangers, servants, or subjects, but children. It is an 
appeal to our affections and to the principles which should 
actuate and govern those who stand in so close a connection 
with God, as to be members of His family and household. 
Strictly rendered it may be, " children of obedience," (rocva 
viroicoQs), as if obedience were our mother, and we children 
partook of her likeness and character: but it seems rather to 
refer here to what has been already stated in verse 2, viz., 
that we are chosen by God to this very thing, obedience— 
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** elect unto obedience." Considering this, then, that we have 
been selected in order to exhibit in onr lives and conduct 
the features of those who are bom of God, and to this end, 
sprinkled with the blood of Jesus, and by the Spirit sanctified ; 
let us be true to our Father's purpose, and to the intentions 
of His will : let us justify our Father's choice, as the children 
of wisdom are said to justify their parent : let us show plainly 
whose we are, and prove, that in every way, our Father's will 
is the law of our hearts, and obedience to it the characteristic 
of our lives; so let us act as dutiful and loving children. 
We read of "children of wrath," of "children of disobedience," 
and of " cursed children :" we read also of " children of light," 
"dear children," and "children of obedience:" the latter are 
those who prize above all things the favour and love of their 
Father, and are, therefore, tenderly aud carefully on the watch 
against any departure from that loved Father's ways; and are 
most ambitious to live so as to please Him. Is it thus you 
feel, believe, and live ? Is the high relationship so recognized 
by you as to have its full aud fair influence upon you always f 
Is it as a child, the child of His grace, and love, and choice, 
that you axe accustomed to deal with Grod? Is there that 
closeness, friendship, and intimacy between your heart and 
God, that there ever should be between father and child? 
if so, obedience is certain to be your element, your happiness, 
and delight : commandment will be to you the welcome voice 
of your loved Parent ; you will ever be asking for direction, 
and always following it : when God says, " do this," you will 
do it; "hate and avoid this," you wiU do so: your cry 
will be, " Lord, what wilt Thou have me to do?" and when 
instructed, your heart will say, " I delight to do Thy will^ 
God!" Such conformity to the mind of God, and such 
obedience to the law of God, are real preparations for our 
future ; for, in that future there can be but one supreme will, 
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and the rule of the kingdom will be constant, perfect, intelli-- 
gent, cordial obedience ! to this, our minds and habits are to 
be cultivated here, that so we may be ready for it there. 

This principle, in fall action now, will forbid any return 
to the old habits and ways of your unconverted state : as 
stated here, "Not fashioning yourselves according to the 
former lusts, in your ignorance :" it reminds us of Eomana 
zii. 1,2 — a great change has taken place in you; you are 
no longer what you once were ; old things have passed away^ 
all things are become new: you were formerly darkness^ 
now, you are light in the Lord : this mighty change within 
you has worked itself out, and is now reflected by you 
externally; it can be seen what you are, by the character 
you wear: you can be known and read of all: a com- 
plete separation has taken place between your former 
and your present selves : there is to be no reconciliation, 
no renewal of friendship : you are parted for ever from your 
former state. The term used here, "in your ignorance," 
marks two things : first, the period when you so walked 
unworthily ; it was when you knew no better : it also gives 
the cause or reason for such a condition; it was simply 
this — ignorance of God and of yourselves: but now you 
are enlightened; you understand what the wiU of the Lord 
is ; and so the past is cast off as a leprous tainted garment ; 
you have put on the dress of a child of light ; you have put 
on the Lord Jesus Christ, and cannot make provision for the 
flesh, to fulfil the lusts thereof. 

And this loving obedience, and renewal of character, are 
to be exhibited, in consideration of Him who is your Father, 
and of His Word : " As He who hath called you is holy, 
so, be ye holy in aU manner of conversation." God's will 
concerning us is, our sanctification : it is also His call to us : 
it is farther His command: and it is His own nature and 
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character: so entirely so, that without it we can never see 
God (Heb. zii. 14). Holiness is God's own essence, He could 
not be otherwise ; He would cease to be God, if He ceased to 
be holy : as it is impossible for God to lie, so is it impossible 
for God to be unholy : in God there is no darkness at all : of 
this infinite purity of Deity we can hardly now form any 
adequate conception ; we are too fallen, too akin to sin, to be 
able to do so : those happy ones who are nearer to Him and 
around Him, can form some better estimate than we, of the 
superlative purity of Jehovah : no wonder they should ever 
cry, " Holy, Holy, Holy :" He is of purer eyes than even to 
look upon iniquity : the Heavens are not clean in His sight : 
He chargeth the AngeU with folly. 

Such is He, who has, of His grace, called you out of 
darkness into His marvellous light: the perfectly Holy One 
has come near to the unholy and unclean ones : He has loved 
our souls out of the pit of corruption ; has spoken to our 
our hearts ; has embraced us in the arms of His mercy ; has 
separated us to and for Himself out of the mass of the 
profane world; has picked us out to be his own jewels; 
has designed us for a most glorious end, viz.: to be like 
Himself; to reflect His image; to exhibit His character; 
to adorn His doctrine; to enter His home; to dweU in 
His presence ; to share His glory : to this we are " called ;" 
to sympathy with God ; to be partakers of the Divine 
nature; to be imitators of God, as dear children; to be 
mercifcd, as He is merciful ; perfect, as He is perfect : and as 
it is here, holy, for He is holy : in no other way could God 
secure our happiness, than by thus securing our holiness : He 
has written out the golden precept for our learning ; printed 
it out before our eyes, lest we should forget it ; " It is written, 
be ye holy, for I am holy :" this is the only real restoration ; 
it IB renewal after the image of God once more. 
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As to the extent of this holiness, it is to be all pervading^ 
affecting the entire character : " be ye holy in all manner of 
conversation : " the word here rendered '< conversation," is not 
in the original the same as that so translated in Phil. i. 27, 
and chap. iii. 20 ; in each of these instances it is citizenshix> 
(iroXtreu/ia,) here, however, it is avacrrpoifnj — ^which signifies 
turning and walking up and down through life : the ups and 
downs of our existence here; 'Hhe changes and chances of 
this mortal life :" holiness is to be the ruling power in all 
these : if our religion is to be anything, it must be everything : 
nothing connected with us is to be severed from it, or 
transacted without it : in ovr public conduct as weU as private ^ 
we are ever to seek conformity to God ; for God is preparing 
us for the enjoyment of Himself, and for a home where there 
wiU be nothing but holiness. 

If we so lived, removal from this life would be only a 
change for the better for us; only an advance upon our 
present unto perfection: the habits of mind, the tastes suitable 
for heaven, are to be cultivated and formed now, keeping our 
far end ever in view. 

Brethren, when we fairly contemplate that home before 
us, its nature and occupations ; and, bearing in mind, that we 
are each day getting nearer to it, compare the general tone 
and tenor of our daily life with these, we can hardly avoid 
being rebuked and ashamed at the contrast: holiness now 
seems rather the exception than the rule : our religion is kept 
too far apart from common every day life and limited to 
seasons and scenes; made occasional, rather than constant 
and abiding : so, heaven seems far away from us, and dying is 
an object of dread. We do not, I am persuaded, sufficientiy 
connect our present with our fiiture, making the one part 
and parcel of the other ; the life to come an extension of this 
life, only under better circumBtances : we cannot, at death, 
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80 break off our connection with this world and our life 
therein, as to leave the past all behind ns : Oh I no ; oar 
past, during which character has been taking shape, is so 
interwoven with our very being, that what we art whilst 
here, we shall continue to be hereafter ; though we may not 
carry our sins into the other world, we must take with us our 
chardcter; and, therefore, we should give ourselves thoroughly 
now to seeking for that likeness to Jesus, which is the very 
essence of true holiness : and this cannot be accomplished 
without the diligent use of means ; constant discipline of 
self; the most patient and persevering self-denial; and the 
most earnest prayer : if, without holiness none shall see God, 
then we may truly say, without God's help, none can attain 
to hoHness. A system of easy-going ; trifling with our sins ; 
contenting ourselves with acknowledging our failures, without 
sincere effort to correct them; inconsistency of Hfe, and 
worldliness of mind and habits, wUl never conduce to this 
high standard; will never work in us that which is well 
pleasing in the sight of God. 

Then, in addition to this godly character, we must cultivate 
in everything, godly fear : " And if ye call on the Father, 
who, without respect of persons judgeth according to every 
man's work, pass the time of your sojourning here in fear." 
The first words of this verse — " and if," — are not intended to 
signify doubt, as if it were a matter of question or option, 
whether we called upon God or not ; it means — ^if , as is 
sure to be the case ; as ye are certain to do — " ye call on the 
Father." We are reminded thus at once with whom we have 
to do in prayer, a Father — ^it is a loved and loving child 
speaking to his Father : with such a parent, such a child will 
never trifle: in the love of a true child towards a parent 
there is ever such a blending of respect and reverence with 
affection, as to forbid all lightness : and this is emphatic in 
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tbe CSuistun's heart : there is ever a holy awe in approaching 
the mercy seat ; anything to the contrary wonld he most 
nnsnitable and pzesamptaonB. So that, regarding God simply 
in the aspect of a Father, apart altogether from that of the 
Judge here aaaodated with it, there is erer enough to promote 
in the mind the most profound veneration ; and the greater 
the affection felt towards Him, the deeper and more heartfelt 
will this veneration he. It is only those who do not know 
and love God, who do not thns reverence the great and 
gracions Father. Some persons have a very light way of 
speaking of Ood: and, in prayer, in speaking to God, some 
ezhihit a familiarity in maimer and expression, which is 
most revolting to a well-ordered mind, and which is also 
most nnbeconung and presuming. If there he no real 
reverence in the heart, it will not he found on the lips; 
and where it is wanting, it is to be feared, there is 
really no godly fear. 

We need great grace in this matter, and St. Paul ui^es us 
to seek it for this very purpose: " Let us have grace, 
whereby we may serve God acceptably, with reverence and 
godly fear," Heb. xii. 19. We cannot avoid feeling, that this 
is greatly wanting in these days ; sacred things are so lightly 
spoken of and dealt with, so fireely handled, that a tone of 
irreverence largely pervades society : religious matters of 
liighest import are too frequently referred to and discussed 
with a flippancy which betokens anything rather than a fear 
of God: people will indulge in strong terms of mutual 
recrimination, and even display sad loss of temper occa- 
sionally, whilst discussing subjects which Angels desire to 
look into : this tells of forgetftilness of God : it is a 
solemnizing sanctifying thing to be possessed with an 
abiding consciousness of the Divine presence. And aU. this 
applies, with strongest force, to the holy occupation of 
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vforship: it is to be feared there is a great want of pre- 
paredneBs in. coming to God in prayer, in private and public : 
a haste, which may arise from an nnimpressed condition of 
mind ; a common-placedness which would not be tolerated in 
our approaches to an earthly Sovereign : an attitude too, in 
public worship, which indicates the very contrary of serious- 
ness of heart, or a conviction of the nearness of a heart- 
searching God : the whole appearance of many whilst in the 
house of God, as they sit listless and lolling upon the pew 
fronts, as if wearying till it was over, bears testimony to an 
uninterested, unworshipfdl state, which must be most 
offensive to Him, whose eye is there upon each individual, 
and who demands and deserves to be worshipped in spirit 
and in truth : the character of the accommodation in many 
of our churches, with their narrow pews, and comparatively 
little space for kneeling, (the true attitude of humble worship 
and becoming adoration on the part of a sinner before the 
Majesty of God,) has undoubtedly contributed largely to the 
existing lazy and unsuitable manner in the worship of the 
sanctuary : there can be little doubt, too, that the length of 
our services as generally at present conducted, with three 
separate services united in one, tends to produce weariness 
and exhaustion, and so to interfere with due reverence on the 
part of those engaged therein. It certainly, does seem 
desirable, in order to meet this objection, and remove this 
acknowledged hindrance to devotion, that permission should 
be granted by lawful authority for shortening these services, 
without in any way tampering with their contents : any one 
of the three services (now jointly used) morning prayer — 
litany — and the communion service — along with Scripture 
lessons and a sermon, would serve well for the first service on 
ihe Sunday, wherever only two services are held on the 
Iiord's-day : these might be taken in their order, and thus, 
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all the services, as they now stand, would be kept in constant 
use, and onr Prayer-book remain unaltered. 

Prayer, being a direct dealing with God, cannot be re- 
garded too highly as a privilege, or conducted with toa 
much reverence and solemnity ; and yet, from the constant 
recurrence of it, there is extreme danger of its degenerating 
into a formalism, and when it does, it is a most heartless 
skeleton, and a grievous insult to a Heavenly Father, waiting 
in our midst for the affectionate devotions of His people. 
*Has it ever occurred to one of you to place himself in 
thought, on any occasion, in the position of a spectator of his 
own worship? It is a dreadful thing, I think, when we 
reflect upon it, to notice how small a part of any one service 
in which we have ever taken part has been the absorbing, 
engrossing, self-forgetting employment of the mind, the heart, 
the soul. If we must interpret the worship of others by our 
own, we should almost begin to fear, that in some services, 
God who sees in secret, sees nothing, not one moment of that 
direct, undistracted, self-surrendered adoration; not one act 
of that entire, absolute concentration of thought and feeling 
which alone passes for worship when He looks on. If at the 
close of any public service, if on rising from private prayer,^ 
the questions were seriously put to us, in the heart : What 
have you done? What has been ashed f What has been 
sought ? What has been desired, wished, or felt in this act 
of devotion? What, therefore, on the supposition that God 
answers, may you now expect as the result ? How often must 
the confession be — Nothing, nothing : my heart made nO' 



* From " Foes op Faith." Four Sermons by Dr. Vaughan of 
Doncaster. 
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re$jpon8€ when the ery toos, Awake and upraise : my heart 
uttered no sound, when the lips seemed to he saying, Holy, 
holy, holy, Lord Ood of Sabaoth: Heaven and earth are 
fyU of the Majeffty of Thy Olory ! The very object of our 
worship, God Himself, was to us an unreality : our concep- 
tion of Him, our shaping and framing of the thought of 
Him was even like that dumb thing of which Isaiah teUs — 
a thing lifted into its place, and helplessly set there, dumb 
to its suppliant, and powerless to save ! 

Then again, there is another aspect of the Divine charac- 
ter named here, which is well fitted to increase our veneration 
and reverence, and to add to our awe and godly fear, viz.,^ 
this : God is looking on as a Judge, " who, without respect 
of persons, judgeth according to every man's work :" this is 
going forward now ; it is the present observation and discern- 
ment of God which is here referred to : a future judgment is 
coming to us; we are on our way to it; but, even now^ 
whilst we are preparing for that ftiture, God is on the watch, 
and that too without preference or partiality : though He be 
a Father, He will not therefore let His children off: He will 
not spare them and punish others ; no, He will deal impar- 
tially : He accepteth not the person of princes : He will even 
deal more closely with His own, because they owe Him more, 
and He expects more from them: all things are naked and 
opened to the eyes of TTim with whom we have to do ; He 
judgeth righteously: God wiU deal with what He finds 
exactly as He finds it : men see actions, God sees secrets : 
all is before Him, the work and the doer of it ; the worship 
and the offerer of it : God sees exactly where we [are right, 
and where wrong: He se^s where infirmity hinders, and 
where sin maM; where want of right motive vitiates the 
doing of anything, and where some secret fault utterly 
damages prayer : God knows well how to make allowances,. 



60 PBXPAjLinoir pob ottb futubb, 

for He is most fatherly, pitying His children, and remembering 
that we are but dnst : He also knows how to exercise a most 
faithfdl and tme judgment, for He judges cLCcording to etfery 
Tnan'a workf without favouritism or undue partiality: how 
•entirely we are really, not what we seem to others or think 
ourselves to be, but just what we are before God ! the real 
man and woman is what God sees : there is enough in this 
thought to make us start and tremble, and to urge us to '^ pass 
the time of our sojourning here in fear:" the fear, not of 
guilt, but of loving loyalty and affection ; -the fear, not of the 
slave, but of the child ; such as wiU lead us to say, " I will 
not sin, because my Father is this just Judge ; but, for my 
frailties, I will hope for mercy, because the Judge is my 
Father :" no wonder Paul should say, " Work out your own 
salvation with fear and trembling, for it is God that worketh 
in you :" if you were performing a task in the presence of the 
Queen, and were aware that she was standing beside you, 
■and watching all you did, why, even under such circum- 
stances, you would work with a degree of fear and trembling; 
you would desire greatly to please her, you would dread 
making a mistake, lest you might offend her: how much 
more should such feelings prevail within us when working 
before the "K'lTig of kings ! No wonder David should say — 
<* My flesh trembleth for fear of Thee :" and again, " Serve 
the Lord with fear, and rejoice with trembling." 

And this is to be a permanent, abiding fear; as the holiness 
which we are to cultivate is to be allpervading, so, the godly 
ieax is to be always existing ; " the time of your sojourning 
here;'' all that time : <' blessed is the man that feareth always; 
in secret, in society, in his own house, in God's house, every- 
where, in everything and always. What a protection it would 
be thus to live in the fear of God all the day long ; how 
earefcd it would make us, how watchful, how holy : thus we 
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would be prepared for what is preparing for us : as Leighton 
says — " this is not your rest ; watchful fear becomes this your 
sojourning. Perfect peace and security are reserved for you 
at home, and that is the last term of this fear ; it continues 
all the time of this sojourning life, dies not before us ; we and 
it shall expire together. In that world to come there is 
neither sin, nor sorrow for sin, nor temptation to sin; no 
more conflicts ; but, after a fall and fLaal victory, an eternal 
peace, an everlastLog triumph !" 



LECTUEE VI. 



THE GREATNESS OF OUR REDEMPTION. 



**FOBASMUCH AS YB KNOW THAT YB WEBE NOT •RF.T)F.EMET> 
WITH CORRUPTIBLE THINGS, AS SILVER AND GOLD, FROM 
TOUR VAIN CONVERSATION RECEIVED BY TRADITION FROM 
YOUR FATHERS; 

"»«BUT WITH THE PRECIOUS BLOOD OF CHRIST, AS OF A LAMB 
WITHOUT BLEMISH AND WITHOUT SPOT; 

*'WHO VERILY WAS FOREORDAINED BEFORE THE FOUNDATION 
OF THE WORLD, BUT WAS MANIFEST IN THESE LAST 
TIMES FOR *yOU, 

**WHO BY HIM DO BELIEVE IN GOD, THAT RAISED HIM UP 
FROM THE DEAD, AND GAVE HIM GLORY; THAT YOUR 
FAITH AND HOPE MIGHT BE IN GOD." 

1 Petee i. 18-21. 




HIS stands in necessary connection with what goes 
before, and is intended to give emphasis and solemn 
effect to the exhortations immediately preceding; thus — 
exhibit the dutiful obedience of loving children, who, through 
Divine grace, have been separated from your condition of 
xmregeneracy and sin: aim at an aH-pervading holiness, 
inasmuch as it is God's command and God's character: 
ever bear in mind, too, that you are always dealing with 
a Father and an impartial Judge of your inner and outer 
life, and serve before Him with reverence and godly fear ; 
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and let it all be enforced in the very highest degree, by the 
consideration of the great cofst at which yon have been 
redeemed. 

Leighton says on this — << It is impossible for a Christian 
to give himself to conform to the world's nngodliness, unless 
first he forgets who he is, and by what means he attained to 
what he is. Therefore the apostle, persuading his brethren 
to holiness, puts them in mind of this, as the strongest 
incentive. Not only have you the example of God set before 
you, as your Father, to beget in you the love of holiness, as 
being your liveliest resemblance of Him ; and the justice of 
God as your Judge, to argue you into a pious fear of 
offending him ; but consider this, that He is your Eedeemer : 
He hath bought out your liberty from sin and the world, 
to be art02:ether His ; and think on the price laid down in 
this ransom ; and these, out of question, will prevail with 
you.'' 

The sainted Archbishop has well spoken in so presenting 
the truth to us, in his matchless commentary on this epistle ; 
for assuredly, the salient point in the words before us is, the 
greatness of our redemption. You have been redeemed ; your 
state and condition are changed altogether : you have passed 
from slavery to liberty ; from darkness to light ; from death 
to life ; from being in degrading bondage to sin, to being the 
free will servants of Christ: you have been bought back 
from your old master and owner, sin, and have become, by 
purchase, the property and possession of another: so you 
have ceased to be your own; body and spirit have been 
ransomed, and both, as a matter of right, belong to Him who 
paid the price and redeemed you : sin has no longer any 
ownership in you ; you have no claim to yourself ; the great 
transfer has taken place : Christ's right and title to you cannot 
he disputed : to deny yourself to Him, is to practise a fraud : 
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to keep back any part from Him who has bought you 
altogether, is to withhold from the true owner what is not 
yours to reserve ; it is to negative your ransom, and to act as 
if you had not been redeemed. 

But, if you are real Christians, this you cannot, would 
not, dare not do ; and for this simple reason, that you know 
you have been redeemed; it is no matter of doubt or pro- 
bability with you, but of glorious certainty ; it is true of you 
in heaven ; it is true of you on earth ; it is true in the mind 
of God ; it is true in your own conscience : it has been 
revealed to you, not by flesh and blood, but by the spirit of 
God : and ever since you knew it to be true, you have been a 
different person; you have felt that another had a claim 
upon you of the strongest kind, had a right to you altogether: 
it is not speculation, it is experience ; happy, holy, blissful 
experience : the hnowing it, is the power of it, because it is 
the possession of it : to know this, is to know what no human 
learning, philosophy or science can convey to you : to possess 
this is to have what no wealth of worlds can procure for 
you : you may be littie thought of upon earth ; you may be 
lightly esteemed amongst men ; you may be poor as regards 
earthly riches, and be bereft of all those things that secure 
notice and distinction in this life ; you may be deficient in 
himian learning and* attainments; yet, if you know this, that 
you are redeemed, and if the knowledge of it has penetrated 
your soul to its inmost depths — then, you know what 
surpasses all else beside, as far as heaven is superior to earth; 
and you can claim, as your very right and property, what no 
angel can boast of, viz., redemption through the Son of 
God! 

And now, by what means, and at what cost, has this 
been accomplished for you ? This is the leading point in the 
statement here, because it is this which makes your redemp- 
p 
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tion SO costly, so magnificent, so sublime : therefore in stating 
it, St. Peter negatiyes first all meaner ransoms, all inferior 
means of purchase, such as the most valuable things amongst 
men, viz., gold and silver: these are the best things earth 
can furnish and boast of as a payment; and these are 
perishable and " corruptible ; " with such commodities slaves 
are purchased ; gold and silver, in that inhuman traffic, are 
offered and accepted in exchange for so much human flesh 
and blood: but you have not been bought for bondage and 
slavery, but from it ; therefore God has made you His by a 
method of His own; you have been redeemed on higher 
terms, and by a far more precious means. 

There may be a reference here to the payment made 
amongst the Jews for the ransom of the soul, the half shekel 
of the sanctuary, Exod. xxx. 12, &c. ; here the payment was 
in coin. But you are not so redeemed; not as Israelites 
after the flesh and after the law, but as the Israel of God ; as 
Heaven's true children; and so, after a diviner manner and 
at a nobler price ; and then, he states it, " with the precious 
blood of Christ ! " 

It had never entered into the heart of man to conceive 
of such a ransom as this; only from God could such a 
method come; only hy God Himself could such a price be 
rendered. 

What must have been the sin that required such a ransom, 
and could be forgiven at no lower ? " without shedding of 
blood is no remission.'* What must have been the perfection 
of that law which demanded such a satisfaction, and could be 
satisfied with no less ? What must have been the love which 
provided such a redemption price, and rendered it fully 
and freely ? 

It was a ransom for the soul's life, therefore for it, a life 
must be paid or forfeited : " The life of the flesh is in the 
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blood,'' Lev. zvii. 11 ; therefore it is a ransom by the pouring 
out of blood : the Redeemer Himself spoke of it as such, 
when He said, '* The Son of Man came to give His life a 
ransom for many." It mnst also be a ransom of snch 
extraordinary value, as, though made once, and by one 
person, shall be sufficient, by its merit and virtue, to make a 
full, perfect, and sufficient satisfaction for the transgression 
of millions: therefore, a merely human sacrifice could not 
suffice : the life that can accomplish this must be one, 
unparalleled, that so the blood shed may be unequalled — 
"precious blood;'* and that, of one who stands alone and 
unrivalled amongst all who have ever worn the form of man 
— " the precious blood of Christ ! " This is the God-provided, 
God-satisf3ring purchase price of himian redemption: there 
being divinity in the Giver of His life, by the pouring out of 
His blood, the price so paid is great enough in value to meet 
the demands of Deity, and efficacious enough to reach to the 
lowest depths of human necessity : once made, it needs not 
to be made any more, because it extends the whole way, on 
God's side and on man's : this helps to explain an expression 
in Psalm xlix. 8, " The redemption of their soul is precious, 
and it ceaseth for ever ;" therefore St. Paul styles it " one 
sacrifice for sins for ever," — "the offering of the body of 
Jesus Christ once for all ;" — " By His own blood He entered 
in once into the holy place ;" — " By one offering, once offered, 
He hath perfected for ever them that are sanctified:" — ^where 
are silver and gold as matters of worth here ? How they sink 
away, as the veriest dross and rubbish, when placed alongside 
of the precious blood of Christ ! No marvel that St. John 
should cry in holy rapture, " Unto Him that loved us, and 
washed us from our sins in His own blood, be glory:" no 
wonder the four-and-twenty Elders should be represented as 
falling down before the Lamb, with their harps and golden 
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vials, and Qryiag, " Thon axfc worthy, for Thon wast slaiiiy 
and hast redeemed us to God by Thy blood ! " 

St. Peter being a Jew, links at once the typical and the 
real sacrifice ; the shadow and the substance ; seeing, as he 
did, the one foMlled in the other : this would be welcome to 
the minds of the scattered Israelites to whom he wrote, when 
he adds, " as of a lamb, without blemish and without spot" — 
the words were perfectly familiar to Jewish ears ; they were 

well accustomed to the Paschal lamb, and the selection of it ; 

• 

they were aware of the extreme care taken to select as 
perfect a lamb as could be foimd : thus, the Apostle would 
rivet attention upon Christ, as the one so long prefigured, and 
would seem to say, here He is, who is the complete embodi- 
ment in Himself of all those perfections, so faintly shadowed 
forth by all the lambs ever slain on Jewish altars : here is the 
One, in human fiesh and blood, of whom alone it can be said 
with perfect truth. He is without blemish and without spot : 
the words are precise, and represent the entire purity, internal 
and external, of the person spoken of : inwardly, without 
blemish ; outwardly, without spot : without fault or flaw of 
any kind or degree : so perfect that God could say of TTiTn — 
"in whom I am well pleased;" and that man could say of 
Him when brought up for trial, " I find in Him no fault [at 
all : " " My beloved is white and ruddy," as the spouse says 
in the song ; white, in spotless innocence ; ruddy, as suffering 
a bloody death. 

St. Peter having thus referred to the type as fulfilled in 
Christ, at once shows, that though Christ came second in order 
of time, he was really j^rs^ in order of purpose; and so, he adds 
— " who verily was fore-ordained before the foundation of the 
world, but was manifest in these last times" — ^this statement 
he introduces with the word "verily," casting our thoughts 
back as far as they can travel back and farther, even before 
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the world had being, and assuring ns, that even then, God 
had in His mind the purpose of redeeming sinners by this 
most costly method, viz., by the precious blood of His own 
Son. Eedemption, therefore, was a /orethought, not an after^ 
thought : it was not a remedy devised after the disaster had 
occurred, but provided for it, before it took place at all ; a 
lifeboat got ready before the shipwreck happened. This 
enhances the greatness of our redemption. This also accounts 
for the uniformity of the plan of salvation; there having 
ever been but one way from the beginning. God, therefore, 
from the very first, foreseeing the ultimate fulfilment of His 
own purpose, was accepting sinners in Christ ; a preparation 
was made for the very first sin and sinner, before either, in 
man's case, existed; and so, in the very garden where it 
occurred, and before man was expelled from it, the word of 
promise told of the woman-bom bruiser of the serpent's head. 
And not only fore-ordained in purpose, but foreseen and 
regarded as actually slain, even then : not literally and visibly 
so, till the close of the Jewish age ; " Once, at the end of the 
age, hath He appeared, to put away sin by the sacrifice of 
Himself;" but before God's omniscient eye, always so, from the 
moment the purpose took shape in His eternal mind. Thus, 
Christ crucified has existed from the beginning, tw purpose; 
He was next named in promise ; next in order, in type ; then 
in prophecy ; and at last appeared personally in performance ; 
bom, living, obeying, and dying upon the cross : thus He was 
•* manifested in these last days :" as it was not at morning, 
nor at noon, but at evening, that the typical Lamb was slain, 
BO, Christ came at the eventide of the past dispensation. 

Thus, this wondrous redemption work of Christ, having 
had its beginning before any time, has its application to aU 
time : it is an all-embracing sacrifice, both as regards periods 
and peoples : it is efficacious for past, present, and friture ; 
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and it is God's salvation to all the ends of the earth, east, 
west, north, and south : the mimberless multitude to be 
gathered into the Kingdom by its influence, is to be furnished 
out of every kindred, nation, tribe, tongue, and people : 
Leighton says strikingly upon this, " As the virtue of His 
death looks backward to all preceding ages, whose faith and 
sacrifices looked forward to it, so the same death is of force 
and perpetual value to the end of the world. The cross on 
which He was extended points, in the length of it, to Heaven 
and earth, reconciling them together ; and in the breadth of it 
to former and following ages, as being equally salvation to 
both." It is a sacrifice so perfect, as to require no addition to 
it; and so completely finished, once and for ever, as to 
tolerate no repetition of it. The self-righteous and the merit- 
mongers who attempt to add to it, virtually deny its efficacy ; 
and the priests and people, whether Anglican or Eoman, who 
constantly undertake to repeat it, practically negative its 
completeness: from both grievous dishonours to Him who 
purchased us with His own precious blood, we earnestly cry, 
Good Lord, deliver us I 

And then, lest there should be any mistake as to the 
parties to whom this great redemption is savingly blessed, 
St. Peter describes them here as those who really believe : 
" For you, who by Him do believe in God, that raised Him up 
from the dead, and gave Him glory " — ^to believers and to 
no others is the work of Jesus effectually applied : believing 
implies consent of heart and head on the part of the recipient 
of the blessing, and without this, no one is saved: there is 
no such thing as saving a man against his will ; forcing a 
blessing upon a reluctant soul : this God never does : the 
question ever is, "Wilt thou be made whole?" "What will 
ye, that I shall do unto you?" The whole Gospel is a system 
of persuasion; it is a praying, beseeching, entreating, in- 
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Yiting Gospel: its only compulsion is moral, it is that of 
love : many may be drawn, but none ever will be driven 
into heaven : Christ is, it is true, in a wide and general sense, 
" the Saviour of all men ; " but, in the nearer, closer, 
tenderer and saving sense, he is so " specially of them 
that heliever And it is by and through Him that sinners 
can and do believe in God : — " who, by him do believe " — 
no man cometh to the Father but by Jesus : Christ is the 
binding link : Christ is the medium of communication : God 
out of Christ is God in law : God in Christ is. God in love ; 
so long as impardoned sin is between us and God, and we 
look on God through that, we see only justice and wrath : 
but, let Christ be between us and God, then the sin is taken 
away, and the beams of God's love shine brightly on us, 
through that glorious medium. " When Christ is between, 
God looks at us as in Him justified ; and we look at God 
as in Him pacified : take Christ out of the way and aU is 
dark and terrible ; interpose Christ, and aU is ftdl of peace." 
Have you each this iaith and this peace ? if you have, you 
know where and how you got it : if you have not, then you 
have never yet either looked at or come unto God through 
Christ ; or else you have looked in the wrong way : no 
looking, and wrong looking, can only lead to the same bitter 
disappointment. 

And the true warrant and ground for our so believing 
in God through Christ, is, that God raised Him from the 
dead, and gave Him glory: the resurrection is the grand 
certificate of God's entire satisfaction with the work of His 
Son : it is the visible seal of Divine approval : if the glorious 
One who was burdened with the great debt of others, and for 
it, cast into the grave, the prison house of death, remain dead 
in that tomb, then, the evidence is against us ; there is no 
proof that the debt haa been discharged : " if Christ be not 
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risen, your faith is vain, ye are yet in yonr sins" — simply, 
because, in that case, He who made your sins His own, 
and took them npon Him, is yet under those adopted sins : 
but, if he came to life again, and came forth alive out of the 
prison, then there is a proof furnished, beyond all question, 
of the sins being entirely got rid of : the resurrection is the 
Divine receipt in full for all demands against the believing 
sinner : " raised for (i,e. on account of) our justification." 
And the Scripture is decided in insisting upon Christ's 
resurrection as the act of the Pather: this is everywhere 
urged upon our attention : " God raised Him from the 
dead" — ^had He raised Himself from the dead, it might 
have seemed like an act of self-acquittal ; a discharge on TTia 
own authority : but, when we know it to have been done by 
the Father, to whom He had gone as surety for man, making 
Himself responsible thereby for the whole demand, then, we 
have the tranquilizing assurance, that the very uttermost 
farthing has been rendered ; the follest claims settled ; and 
that God is altogether well pleased. The glorification of 
Christ consequent upon His resurrection was the crowning 
evidence of the same fact ; assurance made doubly sure : by 
taking him up to Heaven, and setting Him at His own right 
haod in the heavenly places, God has proclaimed to the 
universe at large His own entire approval, and the sinners' 
perfected acceptance. He was declared to be the Son of 
God with power by the resurrection from the dead : declared 
to be the appointed " heir of all things," the King of kings, 
and Lord of lords, by His taking His place at the right hand 
of God. 

Thus, in God's treatment of Christ, we are to see ffim 
dealing with ourselves : the members are dealt with in their 
Head ; if He live, they shall live also ; if He be glorified, they 
shall be glorified too; God has done both for our Eedeemer; 
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and so our faith, as regards aoceptance, and our hope, as re^ 
gards resurrection and glory, are to be wholly fixed upon God : 
"That your faith and hope may be in God:" we are thereby 
cast npon the One, who has provided for us all that is in 
Christ ; the One who has also accepted on our behalf all that 
Christ has done ; who will therefore most assuredly fulfil all 
that he has purposed, and all that Christ has secured : it is a 
most helpful and certifying arrangement : we are permitted 
to see the great transaction completed in our Head and 
Eepresentatiye^r8<, and that by God Himself, and therefrom 
to gather the most confident assurance, that so it shall be 
with ourselves. What shall ^we say then to these things ? 
K God be for us, who can be against us?* It is God 
that justifieth, who is he that condemneth? Our faith 
and hope resting upon such pillars may defy the fury of 
all assailants I 

Brethren, let the greatness of your redemption have its 
fall influence upon you : bear about with you everywhere the 
dying of the Lord Jesus : let the resurrection life of Christ be 
also manifested in your whole character : the brands of the Lord 
Jesus are upon you ; ever act bo as to be true to them : such 
devotion to your interests on the part of your 8aviour, 
demands consecration and self-sacrifice on yottr part towards 
TTim : seek to serve His cause with the very best you have in 
every way : thousands around you know not and care not for 
this Bedeemer's love ; can you be silent ? will you not go and 
tell Bwne of them about it? who is to do it, if such as you do 
not? if Mary fail to bring the ointment and anoint Jesufl, 
Judas i& sure not to do so : if the woman that loyed much 
wash not and kiss and dry the Saviour's feet, tLe cold-hearted 
8imon is certain not to think of it : and if you, ChristianB, 
chosen of God, sanctified, sprinkled, and redeemed, can stand 
idle, and seek yofur own ease and comfort, and makt tio 
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sacrifice, and strive to win no soul, can such services to our 
Lord be expected from those whose hearts are buried in the 
worid, and who have never owned the constrainino^ love of 
Christ ? How sad an office it is to be pressing Christians to 
manifest their regard for their Saviour! Let the idlers 
around the cross be found amongst Christ's enemies, who can 
only minister to Him the vin^ar and the gall ; but let His 
friends muster everywhere, to spread the savour of His name : 
whilst you are sitting at home, waiting to be moved, and 
intending to do something for Jesus presently, there are those 
close beside you who are fainting, and dying, and perishing, 
from want of some Christian to come and tell them of the 
Saviour! Are you not, verily, guilty concerning your poor 
brother? 

Be earnest in defending His cause, it should be dearer 
than life to you : it is in danger in various ways ; stand up 
on its behalf: do so firmly and yet gracefully ; not by angry 
disputation, nor by noisy strife, but with meekness of wisdom, 
and gentleness of spirit : the wrath of man can never work 
the righteousness of God. I do not mean that you are to be 
soft and pliable, not at all ; but that, whilst decided in your 
convictions, and fearless in confessing them, you should do 
80 without evil tempers or irritating words: in acting or 
speaking for Jesi^s, let us see that we do both after His 
mind, and in accordance with His Spirit. 

But let us not compromise for sake of quietness or ease : 
the enemies of the faith are bold and outspoken: energy 
appears to be too much on the side of those who would 
rob us of our faith, and'Bomanise our Chxurch. There is 
little use in disguising the fact, .that we are on the eve 
of momentous .changes. Let us each know our side and keep 
it. Let us cleave steadfastly to all that honours Christ, and 
abjure and protest against all, from whatever quarter, that 
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obscures or supplants our Saviour: though an angel from 
heaven bring us any other Gospel than that which wo have 
received, let us disown him ; let us be on our guard against 
the intrusion of man into the office and place of our 
Redeemer; and dread even the shadow of man coming 
between our souls and God : let us be true and calm ; 
let us be humble, loving, and prayerful; and then, come 
what will, we shall be found ready, waiting for our Lord. 
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